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TE Letters, of which the following ſheets con- 
tain a tranſlation, were addreſſed to an Inhabitant of 
America, much about the time when the United States 
were threatened with a Revolution, upon the ſame 
principles, with that which they deſcribe, and which 
the ſpirit of the government, and the enlightened zeal 
of the People repreſſed, before the unhappy experience 
of Geneva had ſhewn the real nature and ultimate con- 
ſequences of it. They are the more worthy of atten- 
tion, as the Author actually negociated, and ſigned 
the treaty mentioned in the firſt letter, with General 
Meonteſquiou; and was an eye-witnels to the firit 
part of the Revolution, which the violation of that 
treaty by the French introduced. To the preſent 
Edition, he has added ſome important facts, which 
either had not taken place, or were not known in 
Exgland, when the former Edition was publiſhed, as 
well as ſome explanatory notes, which, he hopes, will 


When the Tranſlator firſt read theſe Letters, he 
thought it would not be mis-ſpending his time, to 
employ a few hours, in giving thoſe who do not under- 
ſtand the French language, an vpportunity of receiving 
from them, ſome ſhare of the pleaſure and inſtruction 
they have afforded himſelf; and he was the more 
encouraged to undertake the taſk, as ts obſerved 
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an unuſual concurrence of opinion in thoſe who had 
read them, that a tranſlation might, at the preſent 
period, be as uſeful, as the originals themſelves are in- 
tereſting. 


In truth, the new political doctrines which have, 
for ſome time paſt, been propagated in Europe, are ſo 
well contrived to impoſe upon the imaginations, and 
miſlead even the virtues of thoſe who liſten to them, 


that it 1s not to be wondered at, if ſome, in this country, 


have received them with approbation, and at firſt per- 
haps have felt a wiſh to ſee them reduced to practice. 
Touch, it is hoped that theſe Letters will be inſtructive, 
as they exhibit the reſult of the experiment in a country, 
in which it is impoſſible to ſay, that it was not fairly 
tried. They ſhew, as clearly as Hiſtory can illuſtrate 


any propoſition whatever, that the only object of thoſe 


who propagate ſuch doctrines, is, and ever will be, 


the attainment of their own ſelfiſh purpoſes ; that 


Liberty, Equality, and the Rights of Man, are terms 


adopted by them, merely to gain credit with the Peo- 


ple; and that every Revolution effected upon their 
principles, muſt end as that of Geneva has ended, by 
putting the whole power of the State into the hands of 
a few, who riot uncontrouled on the ſpoils of their 
Country, while the Sovereign People is left to amuſe 
the cravings of hunger, and the agonies of remorſe, 
with the rattles of Univer/al Suffrage, and pajen 


political Equality. 


It is true, that the ſcale on which the experiment 
was tried, is a ſmall one; but it is, perhaps, on that 


account 


2 
account better calculated to ſhew the action of the ſeve- 
ral parts, and their connexion with each other. 


It certainly affords ſome excuſe for the eonduct of 
the people of property in Geneva, that they were borne 
down by the irreſiſtible weight of a Power which had 
previouſly determined, that no effort of theirs to 
preſerve their Conſtitution, ſhould be effectual. 
But no ſuch apology can ever be offered for the 
people of this Country: if the Conſtitution, and with 
the Conſtitution, the. Liberty of Great Britain, ever 
fall a ſacrifice to the doctrines of Jacobiniſin, ic muſt be 
her own fault. She has within herſelf a principle of 
ſecurity, which, if vigorouſly exerted, will enable 
her to ride through the ſtorm, that threatens to wreck 
her neighbours. That principle is the active union, 
and ſteady co-operation of all ranks of People in the 
Kingdom, to watch with vigilance, and repreſs with 


ſeverity, the lighteſt attempt to introduce, under 


whatever pretext, or for whatever purpoſe, any part 
pf that baleful ſyſtem into it, 


In ſo ſhort a ſpace of time as eighteen months did 
the Revolutionary Peſtilence reduce the once-happy 
and flouriſhing Geneva, to a ſtate of anarchy, milery, 
and depopulation, of which modern Riitory affords no 
other example. And let not the people of this 
country forget that the firſt ſymptom of the contagion 
was the adoption and uſe of the term Cz/12en ; from 
the familiar eſtabliſhment of that term, it proceeded 
to the right of Univer/al Suffrage, which was ſoon 
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followed by the Meeting of a National Convention, 
as the Convention was ſucceeded by the creation of a 
Revolutionary Tribunal, winch, after ſuſpending the 
actual Government of the Country, and plundering, 
banifhipg, or putting to death, every man of property 
or principle within 1ts reach, has at length eſtabliſhed 
a ſyſtem of deſpotiſm, whoſe wanton tyranny, and un- 
provoked cruelties, as completely refute the aſſertion, 
that the barbarities perpetrated in France are to be 
imputed ſolely to the combination formed againſt her, 
as the ſhare taken by that Power in the petty Revo- 
lution of Geneva, expoſes the impudent hypocriſy of 
the pretence, that ſhe never interferes in the domeſtic 
concerns of other Nations. 


2 


London, Aug. 22, 1794. 


To you, Sir, who have on all occaſions felt ſo 


warmly for the profperity of Geneva, and are ſo 


intimately acquainted with the hiſtory of her long 
and painful exertions for the attainment, and in defence 
of her liberty, a plain and ſimple account of the 
cauſes, which have for ever deprived her of that 
invaluable bleſſing, cannot but be intereſting. May 
the example of the moſt democratical, and, at the 


ſame time, one of the moſt happy States in the Old 


World, teach the inhabitants of the New, how feeble 
a barrier ſeparates liberty from licentiouſneſs, and 
how inevitably, the abuſe of freedom leads to the 
loſs of it! 

I need not inform you, Sir, that, after a long 
ſtruggle, the Conſtitutional Party at Geneva was 
obliged to yield, in 1782, to the irreſiſtible power of 
the Count de Vergennes. That Miniſter- took infi- 
nitely greater pains to deſtroy democracy, at Geneva, 
than to eſtabliſh ir, at the ſame period, in America : 
his intrigues, however, were defeated, and he was 
obliged to refort to more violent means. Some of 
the troops which had ſerved in America, marched into 
the town; and after driving away the principal de- 
fenders of our fundamental Conſtitution, erected on 


the ruins of it, not indeed an hereditary Ariſtocracy, 


but a form of Government, of which it 1s enough to 
ſay, that it required the conſtant ſupport of foreign 
force, to mainrain it againſt the declared averſion of, 
by far, the greater part of the people of Geneva. It 
was impoſſible, however, that ſuch a ſyſtem could laſt 
longer than the Miniſter who framed it ; and accord- 
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ingly, upon the death of De Vergennes, the very men 
whoſe ambition he thought he had been gratifying, in 
doing what he had done, concurred almoſt unani- 
movfiy in deſtroying it. Our ancient Republican 


Conſtitution Was triumphantly reſtored; its advocates 


were recalled, and reinſtated in their offices; and the 
long conteſt between the people and the adminiſtra- 
tive bodies, completely terminated in favour of the 
former. 

This happy event was begun in 1789, and com- 
pleted in 1791, and is in many reſpects oue of the 
moſt important in our hiſtory, It reſtored the cordial 
union, which had formerly pervaded every part of the 
State.* Our commerce and manufactures flouriſhed ; 


and our Univerſity, the copious ſpring of all our paſt 


and preſent enjoyments, een a ſpirit of 
exertion 


* For all common purpoſes the Executive Power was lodged 
in two Councils, one of which, called the Little Council, con- 
ſifted of 28 members, who, when elected, held their ſituations 
for life; the other, or Great Council, was compoſed of 250 
members, who, by a law pal! led in 1791, were elected for ſeven 
years, and went out in rotation. The adminiſtration of juſtice 
was entruſted to the Little Council, under the direction of 4 Pre- 
ſidents or Syndics, annually elected out of it, and ſubject to an 
appeal in moit caſes to the Great Council : but the ſupreme 
ſovereign authority of the State reivded wholly and excluſively 
in the General Aﬀembly of the People, which was compoſed of 
ſuch as inherited or had purchaſed the titie of Citizens. Such 
deſcendants of foreigners as were not entitled to the privileges 
of that character, were called Natives, and, by a law paſſed in 
1791, mig be admitted to them on payment of a ſmall fine; 
but the number of citizens by birth was ſo great, and the fine 
by the payment of which the natives became citizens, was 
ſo inconiiderable, that nearly three fourths of the Geneveſe who 
were of age, and in ſolvent circumſtances, were members of the 
General Aſſembly. . 

This ſovereign Body, thus compoſed, poſſeſſed the whole 
legiſlative power of the State: it elected all the magiſtrates, 78 
the officers of State, and all the members of the two Councils 
it made peace and declared war; it ratified treaties with "aire 
Powers, and impoſed taxes. But at the fame time it exerciſed 
theſe 
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exertion and enterpriſe to the arts and ſciences, which 
was not exceeded, in the moſt populous and extenſive 
kingdoms. Such was, and ſuch indeed had been 
the proſperity of Geneva, that within the preſent 
century, our population had doubled, our wealth had 
increaſed in a ten-fold proportion, knowledge was 
very generally diffuſed, and foreigners ſaw with equal 
pleaſure and aſtoniſhment, that, in a diſtrict whoſe 
inhabitants did not exceed thirty thouſand, there were, 
at the ſame period, as great a number of men of emi- 
nence in the arts, in polite literature, and ſcience, as 
could be found in any one of the three northern 
kingdoms of Europe: Such were the conſequences of 
freedom and a good ſyſtem of education. 

gut this pleaſing proſpect was of very ſhort dura- 
tion; and we had hardly begun to recover from the 
effects of the blow we had lately received, when 

| B 2 another 
theſe important prerogatives under reſtrictions which prevented 
the inconveniences naturally ariſing from fo democratical a Con- 
fiitution ; for it could be convened by none but the Syndics and 
the two Councils ; it could enter upon no bufineſs but ſuch as 
they laid before it: no buſineſs could be laid before it which 
had not previouſly been ſeparately diſcuſſed and approved in 
each of the Councils ; and finally, it had no power but of {imply 
aſſenting to, or diſſenting from, what was laid before it, without 
modification, and without debate. 

Such was the Conſtitution of Geneva, when the attack which 
is the ſubject of the following narrative was made upon it; and 
ſuch it had been ever ſince the reformation, with the exception 
of ſuch momentary interruptions as naturally happen, and are 
to be expected, in a State where almoſt every member of the 
community has, and any member of it may caſily have, a ſhare 
in the Government. The ſalutary reſtrictions and judicious 


modifications which I have mentioned had by degrees ripened 
the Conſtitution of Geneva into what Rouſſeau thought the 


 fublimeſt work of political wiſdom which the world had ever ſeen. 


The French affect to idolize the memory of Rouſſeau, in whoſe 
opinion « the moſt per feet liberty is dearly purcl. aſed by the 
& effuſion of a ſingle drop of bleed.” What would he have thought 
of his worſhippers, had he lived to ſee the object of his greateſt 
reverence, and moſt affectionate attachment, made the firſt ſacri- 
fice on the bloody altars of a ſyſtem of which they call him 
the author ? 
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another attack was made upon us, from the ſame 
quarter, but under a different name; it was made 
under the ſacred name of Liberty itſelf, and with it 

has, I fear, for ever deſtroyed all the reſpectable qua- 

lities, and elevated virtues, which nouriſh and ſup- 

port it. In ſhort, the French had no ſooner reſolved, 

in 1792, to attack the King of Sardinia, than we 

received intelligence from Paris, on which we could 

depend, that General Monteſquiou, who was to com- 

mand that expedition, had received ſecret orders, of 
a nature very hoſtile to Geneva. Theſe orders were 

given by the Briſſotins, who, it is well known, had 
projected a plan of ſurrounding France with a chain 

of Republics, formed on the fame principles with itſelf, 
Savoy was deſtined to form one of thoſe Republics, 
and Geneva was to be the capital of it; an honour, 
which it was to purchaſe, at the expence of its own. 
newly-recovered Conſtitution. 

The Swiſs, our ancient and faithful Allies, pre- 
pared to ſhare our danger, as ſoon as they were 
informed of it, and immediately fent 1600 men to 
our aſſiſtance; and indeed no time was to be Joſt; 
for General Monteſquieu had advanced towards 
Geneva the very day after that on which he entered 
Savoy. His orders (which have ſince been publiſhed) 
were, that, as the poſſeſſion of Geneva was neceſſory for 


ſecuring Savoy, be was to enter it by force, if neceſſary, 


and to take 20,000 muſkets which were in it, and of 
which the French Republic was in need.“ 

Our brave Allies, however, had time enough to 
throw themſelves into the town, before the French had 


completely ſurrounded it. On the 5th day of ,Octo- 
ber 


The letter of Servan, the Miniſter at War, dated 


October 3, 1792, concluded with theſe words: — V you are 


told that theſe muſtets are neceſſary for the defence of the toon, you 
enay removs their apprehen/ions, by leaving them 4 or 5000 men to 
take care of them, You may thus convert Geneva into @ barrier of 


the Republic, 


CL #1 

ber 1792, the Deputies, whom we had ſent to enquire 
into the cauſe of this unexpected attack, were told by 
the French Commander, That the Governanl of 
« Geneva had inſulted the French Republic, by calling 
ce in the aid of the Swiſs, to repel an attack which was 
cc never intended to be made, and which nothing but 
ce that ſtep had ſuggeſted ; that the Magiſtrates of 
«© Geneva were (perhaps without meaning it) the 
ce abettors of the enemies of France, and (as a proof 
© of their ill-will towards her) had permitted fome 
« of the emigrants to ſettle in Geneva, and others to 
e paſs through it, in making their retreat into other 
© countries.” 

To this charge our Deputies anſwered, that diſtruſt. 
is the only ſecurity of the weak, in their intercourſe 
with the ſtrong. They appealed ta a letter written 
by one of the French Miniſters ſeveral days before 
any application had been made to the Swiſs, in which, 
without ſeeming to think it probable, or even poſ- 
fible, that the Geneveſe would make any reſiſtance ; 
and as if his intention had been to prepare them for 
the event, he informed them of the reſolutions taken 
againſt them. They juſtified the interpoſition of 
their Allies, by many precedents ; and ſhewed, that 
whenever Savoy became the ſcene of war, Ge- 
neva had always claimed, and as regularly received, 
their aſſiſtance; that the right of taking that ſtep, which, 
after all, was only a precaution to prevent poſſible evil, 
was acknowledged in many ſolemn treaties, of which 
France herſelf was the guarantee, and had never 
given offence to any of her Monarchs, not even 
to Lewis XIV. in whoſe reign it has been reſorted to, 
as often as it was deemed neceilary ; and as a {arther 
proof of the innocence of our intentions, they re- 
minded the General, that we were at that moment 
the only ſovereign State which had acknowledged the 
French Republic; that, at the very beginning of the 
Revolution, we had opened our granaries, for the 
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relief of one of their diſtricts, againſt the preſſure of 
a ſcarcity, to which we ourſelves were equally expoſed ; 
and that, when that diſtrict was apprehenſive of a 
counter-revolution, and had applied to us for aſſiſt- 
ance, we had furniſhed it with arms, which fo far 
from being returned to us, as had been ſolemnly 
romiſed, were now to be employed againſt us. 
Theſe arguments, unanſwerable as they were, would 
have been of little avail, had they not been ſupported 
by all the influence, and all the abilities of the upright 
and honourable man, to whom they were addreſſed. 
In his report to the French Miniſtry, he ſtated the 
danger, as well as folly, of involving themſelves in a 
diſpute with the whole Helvetic Body, which would 
certainly exert all its force to repel an attack, that 
conſidering the comparative ſtrength of the two 
parties, would do ſo little honour to the magnanimity 
of the aſſailants, He repreſented this fo ſtrongly, that 
his orders were ſoon countermanded, and full powers 
tranſmitted to hin1 to negociate an amicable arrange- 
ment; a treaty was immediately concluded on terms 


equally honourable to both parties, by which, after 


ſtating, that the miſunderſtanding which had taken 
place between the two Republics, chad been explained 


in the fulleſt and moſt ſatisfactory manner, it was 


agreed, that the French army ſhould retire to the diſ- 
tance of ſome leagues, and that the Republic ſhould 
diſmiſs its allies. 

We had already begun to fulfil this treaty on our 
part, when we were informed that the French Miniſtry 
refuſed to ratify it, unleſs ſome clauſes were inſerted, 

which Mr. Geneſt * was ſent to negoclate. We 
were, as you may imagine, ſurpriſed at | ſuch conduct ; 
but by the advice of our Allies, and on confidering 


the nature of our ſituation, we accepted of the 
additional 


* The ſame perſon who was afterw rand ſent in a public cha- 
is there till, will not N 


racter to America, and who, if he 18 
the truth of theſe allgry: ions. 
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additional articles, and a new treaty was ſigned: but 
judge of our aſtoniſhment when we were again told, 
that the Convention refuſed to ratify the new treaty, as 
the Miniſters had refuſed to ratify, the former; that it 
poſitively required, that we ſnould diſmiſs our Allies, 
without any terms or conditions whatever; and in 


order to give an appearance of decency, to ſo groſs 


a violation of the law of nations, had ordered Gene- 
ral Monteſquiou to be put under arreſt, and brought 
to Paris, to anſwer for his conduct, * 


Unfor- 


* This decree was the natural conſequence of the boldneſs, 
with which he had, all along, reprobated their conduct towards 
the Geneveſe. Not ſatisfied with pleading their cauſe in his 
official orreſpondence with the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, he 
wrote in the following terms, on the 7th of October, to Garat, 
the Miniſter of ſuſtice, of whom he entertained a better opinion 
than of his colleagues: I conjure you not to follow the infamous 
«« example of Deſpotiſm; I call upon your pure and Republican 
« heart, not to ſhut your ears to the indignant voice of an 
«© honeſt man. Exert all the vigour of real virtue in behalf of 
* oppreſſed Geneva, and do not ſuffer our country to be diſ- 
„ graced by a wanton and abominable abuſe of power.” 

In a letter of the ſame date, to Vergniaux, the leading Mem- 
ber of the Convention, he ſays, „I am acting a part equally 
«© difhonourable to my country and to mylelt. When 1 was 
«« ordered to negociate with the Geneveſe, I thought that the 
c firſt diplomatic act of the French Republic, ſhould bear upon 
the face of it, the ſtamp of true greatneſs; I mean, moderation 
« and juſtice. I laid out of my conſideration, the comparative 
«© power, and ſtrength, of the two nations: I raiſed Geneva, in 
% my own imagination, to the level of France, and remem- 
« bered only, that one free people was treating with another. 
<< 'The treaty was concluded, ſigned, and tranſmitted to Paris. 
With equal ſurpriſe and indignation, I learned, that the ſpirit, 
«© not of true greatneſs, but of childiſh vanity, had cavilled at 
«« {ome of the articles of it, and that I mult propoſe alterations. 
IJ obeyed; and ſuch was the confidence my former conduct 
had inſpired, that thoſe alterations were accepted. Yeſterday, 
«© however, I received. a letter from the Miniſter at War, 
«« directing me to make new preparations for hoſtility: again 
I have obeyed, and I hope that the readineſs of my obedience 
«© will filence the calumnies, which my enemies circulate, ſo induſ- 
«« triouſly, againſt me, But will You, Sir, you who are a man of 

| « talents 


2 
* 


Unfortunately, that part of their demands which 
related to the diſmiſſion of the Swiſs, it was no longer 
in our power to diſpute; as our Allies had, on the | 
faith of the two treaties, ſuſpended their military | 
preparations, and recalled the greater part of their [. 
troops. The neceſſity of our ſituation left us no | 
choice; we conſented therefore to the departure of 


the reſt, and flattered ourſelves that our oppreſſors i 

would be ſatisfied, and that we had now nothing f 

more to apprehend, [4 
But 
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ce talents and virtue will You ſuffer the infancy of a Republic, 
on which the eyes of the Univerſe are fixed, to be polluted by 
* the foul perfidy of Courts? Will you diſgrace your darling 
«© Country, bv the ſcandalous repetition of the fable of the Wolf 
and the Lamb? Will it add to our honour or to our power, to 
*« cruſh the feebleſt of our neighbours, to violate the moſt 
« ſacred rule of univerſal juſtice, and to plunge ourſelves in an 
« additional war? If I can avert ſuch a diſgrace from my Coun- 
© try, by awakening the feelings of an honeit man, I ſhall do a 
5 virtuous action, and you will be worthy of the name of French- 
* man. I am alarmed, and diſtreſſed, at the thought of being 
made the inſtrument of an act of perfidv, which the Miniſters 
«© would never have thought of, had they known the whole 
de truth; I call upon you, Sir, whom I know to be a man of 4 
«© honour, to declare it to them, &c.“ 

tle had already given the Miniſters his opinion of their con- 
cluct, in the moſt unequivocal terms. It is, ſaid he, the exact ; 
counterpart of that of the Duke of Brunſwick ; and your in- | F 
ſtructions, a mere copy of his Manifeſto, This reproach was | 11 
700 juſt, not to be deeply felt, and as deeply reſented : he was 0 
immediately accuſed, in the Convention, of having betrayed the 
inꝛereſ's, and ſacrificed the honour of his country, in the treaty he had 
negociated with us; of hawing chained down the valeur of his 
irops, and diſgraced th: French name, by granting terms to the Ariſto- 
erates of Geneva, which a handful of his countrymen had refuſed to 
Erunfwick, and his numerous coborts. 

Not a fingle voice was heard, in th2 Convention, in his favour, p 
nor did any friend dare to inform him of the danger that awaited 
him. Happily, the indiſcretion of the meſſenger who was ſent 
to ſeire him, gave the Geneveſe an opportunity of making him 
{ome return, for the ſervices he had rendered them, by facilitating | 
his eſcape. See M#moire Juſlificatif pour le Citoyen Frangois, A 
P. Monteſguiou, General de P Armte des Alpes, adrefje au Prifident | 
ae ta Convention, Nowembre, 1792. 
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But we were miſtaken ; a danger, much greater 
than any we had encountered, threatened us. Gene- 
ral Monteſquiou, having had the good fortune to 
make his eſcape, inform e us, that it was the deter- 
mination of the French Miniſtry, to leave no means 
untried, for effecting a Revolution at Geneva, on the 
ſame principles as that of France; and that we had 
no alternative but to anticipate them, or feel the con- 
ſequences of their interferenee. — 

It was difficult for us to conceive, how we could 
make our Government more democratical, than it 


then was; ſince every citizen in Geneva exerciſed, 


in his own perſon, thoſe powers, which the French, 
from their numbers, had been obliged to intruſt to 
repreſentatives. But unfortunately for us, the Briſ- 
ſotins, who then were the prevailing party at Paris, 
had lately ſucceeded in removing the diſtinction be- 
tween active, and inactive Citizens; and repealing the 
law which reſerved the civil, and military offices of 
the country, as well as the right of electing to them, 
to thole who had ſome property in it; a wiſe and 
ſalutary principle, and which, if it had been ſteadily 
maintained, would, undoubtedly, have prevented a 
great deal of the miſcry and diſtreſs, which the viola- 
tion of it has brought upon France. 

But, having deſtroyed that important diſtinction, 
in their own Conſtitution, the Briſſotins toon found 
out an effectual mode of overturning it, in ours; 
for as, by our Contlitution, none were admitted 
into the Aſſembly of the People, but ſuch as in- 
herited, or had acquired the title of Citizen, they 
raiſed a clamour againſt that diſtinction, and branded 
the Aſſembly itſelf with the epithets of ariftocraticat 
and hereditary, which they had contrived to make 
ſs odious. So far, however, was our Aſſembly from 
deſerving thoſe epithets, that, as has been already 
mentioned, more than two thirds of the Geneveſe 
were, at that moment, members of it, and any of the 
reſt might be admitted — upon payment of a fine 
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ſo ſmall*, as in fact to be below the rate neceſſary for 
ſecuring the independence of an elector, much more 
of a member of the Legiſlature itſelf, — 

The Natives, who, as I have already obſerved, were 


at Geneva what the claſs of inactive Citizens was in 


France, had, on the late invaſion, ſhewn themſelves 
extremely zealous in the defence of the Republic: 
and indeed, with the exception of about fifty indi- 
viduals, partly Citizens and partly Natives, who on 
the approach of the French had baſely deſerted their 
poſts, on pretence that, as friends to liberty, they 
ought not to oppoſe them with this ſmall exception, 
all the inhabitants of Geneva breathed, on that occa- 
ſion, the ſame affectionate attachment to their country, 
and were all animated with the ſame intrepid reſolu- 
tion of dying in its defence. Indeed, the patriotic 
ſpirit ſhown on that occaſion, as it was (I fear) one 
of the laſt, ſo is it one of the moſt brilliant inſtances. 
of the diſplay of that virtue, to be found in our hiſ- 
tory; for, no ſooner was it underſtood, that war was 
declared againſt us, for having paſſed the firſt decree, 
by which the Government had been directed to call 
in the 1600 Swils, than a ſecond decree was made, 
and ſent, by order of the Aſſembly of the People, to 
the French General, by which the Government was 
directed to call in, as many more, as it might think 
neceſſary; and, on being informed, that the French 
Miniſtry affected to treat thoſe decrees as contrivances 
of our Magiſtrates, who, they infiſted, ſhould be pu- 
niſhed for what they called ſuch perver/e and traitorous 
behaviour, the whole body of our national militia 
met, in arms, on the 10th day of October, and commu- 
nicated to thoſe magiſtrates, their entire approbation of 

their 


* In favour of the children of aliens born at Geneva, this 
fine was by degrees reduced to about fix guineas ſterling, and 
was part of the funds of the hoſpitals, the arſenals, . other 
;nſtitutions of public utility wifich had been founded by the 
Genevele in former ages, 
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their conduct, together with the moſt ſolemn aſſu- 
rances, that they would ſupport them, to the laſt. * 
But the plan of our invaders was now changed 
for meaſures, leſs violent, but more ſure; and which 
have completely ſucceeded in deſtroying the liberties, 
and happineſs of Geneva. No ſooner did the Natives 
diſcover, from what paſſed in the Convention, as well 
as from other ſources of information, that the French 
had given up all thoughts of puniſhing our Magiſ- 
trates, or of taking poſſe ſſion of the city by force, and 
had, or affected to have, no other object than that of 
eſtabliſhing the right of ꝝniverſal ſuffrage, and of 
procuring the admiſſion of all the Geneveſe, without 
diſtinftion, to the enjoyment of perfect political 
equality, than they began, in the moſt open manner, 
to echo the language of the Convention, and aſſert 
their right to what it intended to give them. Even 


| ſome of the Citizens ſupported them; and either from 


motives of ambition, or from being themſelves the 
dupes of the faſcinating fyſtem of what has been 
C2 called 


* The Magiſtrates ſhowed themſelves worthy of the confidence, 
and attachment of their fellow-citizens. They immediately 
wrote a letter to Le Brun, who was then Miniſter for Foreign 
Affairs, in which, after fully diſproving every charge brought 
againſt them, they offered their own lives and fortunes, if ſuch 
a ſacrifice would preſerve the independence of their country; 
* nay,” ſaid they, „we will bleſs the hand, which takes them 
« fromus, if, by loſing them, we can tranſmit, to our children, the 
<< liberty we have received, from our forefathers ; we will bleſs 
*« the hand, which, by ſacrificing us, averts the ſtorm that ſeems to 
«© hang over the Helvetic Body, and the French Republic, and 
*« ſaves the latter the indelible diſgrace, of beginning its career, 
« with the ruin of the country, which gave birth to the Philoſo- 
«« ſopher, to whom ſhe gratefully looks up, as to the author of 
her freedom: we will bleſs the hand, which reſcues the age 
5e of liberty, from the mortification, and ignominy, of ſeeing two 
« free nations wantonly turning their arms, againſt each other.“ 
See Recueil de Pidces authentiques pour ſervir de ſuite a Pecrit intitult, 
An accurate Statement of the Proceedings of the French towards the 
Republic of Gene va London, 1793, fold by Debrett, Piccadilly. 
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called rhe Rights of Man, put themſelves at their 
head. The ſoldiers of the French army, who were 
ſtill encamped in the neighbourhood, fanned the 
flames; and ſome of the officers actually made ſecret 
offers to ſupport the claims of the difcontented, by 
force. Such, Sir, was the origin of that revolutionary 
delirium, he effect of which has been, gradually to 

introduce, among us, all the miſeries of anarchy; and, 
in leſs than two years, has plunged our once-happy 
Republic into all the horrors, and all the crimes, which 
the fertile invention of Popular Tyranny can ſuggeſt. 
The Magiſtrates, alarmed at this new kind of danger, 
which ſeemed to threaten, either the Conſtitution, or 
the political independence, of the State, reſolved to 
ſecure at leaſt the latter, and immediately publiſhed 
a propoſal, to admit all the inhabitants of Geneva, 
whether aliens or deſcendants of aliens, into the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, without diſtinction, and without pay- 
ing any fine. This propoſal, which was iſſued by the 
Little and Great Councils, only wanted the aſſent of 
the Aſſembly itſelf (which it would undoubtedly have 
received), to have the force of law; but in the mean 
time, the enemies of our happineſs took indefatigable 
pains, to repreſent to the natives, how humiliating it 
would be for them, to receive, as a favour, what was 
their natural and indefeaſible right, and which it 
was an additional inſult to reſtore to them, by the forms 
of the very Conſtitution, that had wreſted it from them. 
This ſtrange doctrine ſpread ſo rapidly, and took 
ſuch root in the minds of the Natives, that without 
waiting for the meeting of the Aſſembly, which was 
fixed for the 6th of December, they ran to arms on 
the night of the 4th; and beſides declaring themſelves 
entitled to the rights in queſtion, with a view to ſe- 
cure the poſſeſſion of them, they inſiſted, that every 
department of the State ſhould be filled by i individuals 
of their own party, and that a National Convention 


ſhould be immediately ſummoned, for the purpoſe of 


ntro- 


3 


, , f Wo oe 


n 
ou 


RR = 


t 18 1 
introducing the new principle, into every part of the 
Conſtitution. 

It is a certain fact, that this faction did not then 
amount to a fourth part of the inhabitants of Geneva; 
and our Magiſtrates have, more than once, been ſeverely 
blamed, by thoſe who either do not know, or do not 
advert to, all the circumſtances of the caſe, for not 
immediately diſperſing it by force. The truth is, 
that nothing but the fear of the probable conſequences, 
prevented their doing ſo: for, ever ſince tlie French 
had taken poſſeſſion of Savoy, we had been completely 
ſurrounded by the territory of France; her armies, in 


direct violation, even of the laſt two treaties, were ſtill 


at our gates: the decree of the Convention, which 
ordered all the French Generals to relieve the people 
of every country from the tyranny of their oppreſſors, 
had juſt been received, and proclaimed, by the troops 
in our neighbourhood ; the more violent of the Natives 
openly avowed their intention to take advantage of 
it, if neceſſary ; and the French army only waited for 
the ſlighteſt appearance of commotion, to enter the 
City, where it was ſure of finding many friends, and 
where, by its intrigues, it had in fact already eſta- 
bliſhed a ſort of advanced guard. 

It was under thefe circumſtances, and in order to 
preſerve, if poſſible, the political independence of 
their country, that the majority of the Geneveſe gave 
way to the minority. The members of the Little 


and Great Councils voluntarily reſigned their places 


and preſerve the independence of the Republic.* 


to the chiefs of the new party, (moſt of whom had 
been among the number of thoſe who left their poſts 
at the approach of the French), and in reſigning them, 
required no other engagement from their ſucceſſors, 
than that they ſhould maintain peace and good order, 


As 


* The French made no ſecret of the importance which they 
thought the acquiſition of Geneva would be of to them ; and 
when 
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As this tranſaction, violent as it was, took place in a 
more quiet manner than the French army expected, 
it was diſappointed in its hopes of a tumult, which 
had been the immediate object of all its cabals, and 
which would have given it an opportunity of entering 
the town, and, under pretence of aſſiſting the op- 
preſſed, making us, in the end, a branch of their own 
Republic.“ | 
In this manner, did the powerful Republic of France, 
in its very infancy, diſgrace itſelf, by turning its arms 
againſt the petty Democracy of Geneva; and ia this 
manner, when it ſubſtituted negociation for force, did 
it diſgrace its diplomatic character, by expreſsly in- 
ſtructing its miniſter 2% exert his whole addreſs, and 
by openly violating two ſolemn treaties, on the faith 
of which we had diſarmed ourſelves, and diſmiſſed our 
allies; and, in direct contradiction to its own princi— 
ples, overturn a Conſtitution which was certainly, 
in every ſenſe of the word, the moſt democratical 
then known, ſince it had been adopted by the almoſt 
unanimous voice of the people who lived under it : 
and in this manner was that inconſiderable State, which, 
in defence of its conſtitution, had dared to oppoſe 
| force 


when they ſubſtituted the plan of intrigue for the former plan of 
force, Anachar/is Claots, a principal character in the Convention, 
aid publicly in his place, that if Garewva perſiſted in refuſing 
7% give herſlf te France, they muſt try to perſaads her to permit 
France to give herſelf to Geneva. 

* In order to take from the French every pretext for inter- 
fering any farther, the authors of the Revolution immediately 
anuounced the completion of it, by planting the tree of liberty. 
A ſymbol ſo little known to our people was purpoſely choſen, 
in order to contraſt the ſyſtem it repreſented the more ſtrongly 
with that it had ſupplanted ; but as it alſo ſhewed, that the new 
ſyſtem of things was perfectly eſtabliſhed, and had no need of 
farther aſſiſtance, it in that reſpect diſappointed the views of 
thoſe who had contributed to introduce it. It was not by acc:- 
dent that the mnſcription of it was ambiguourT his tree protects 
cur city better than ve can. | 
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force by force, condemned for that offence by its 
vindictive neighbour, to fall a ſacrifice to the baſeſt 
treachery. 

The members of the new Government were now 
completely in poſſeſſion of the adminiſtration ; and 
notwithſtanding the manner in which they had come 
into power, it is extremely probable that, like the 
party in France to whom they were indebted for it, 
they. never would have engaged in ſuch an under- 
taking, had they not been confident of being able to 
ſtop at whatever point they pleaſed, and to prevent the 
populace, whom they intended to make uſe of merely 
as inſtruments, from going further than they wiſhed 
or meant them to go: for, it muſt be allowed, that 
many of them were men of ſome property, and even of 
ſome education; and if we except ſome acts of vio- 
lence, done under the forms of juſtice, and naturally 
to be expected at extraordinary periods, and ſome 
enormities, which, there are good reaſons to ſuſpect, 
were committed at the inſtigation of particular indi- 
viduals, they were in general active in their efforts to 
preſerve the independence of the country, as well as 
its internal quiet. | 

It is equally true, however, that they had ſeveral 
conſiderable obſtacles to ſtruggle with. In the firſt 
place, they had to encounter the decline of trade and 
manufactures, the conſequences of che ruin of ſuch 
families as had inveſted their properties in the French 
funds, and the incredible conſumption of the public 
revenue, which was almolt exliauſted in ſalaries to the 
120 members of the Convention, and to the new 
Magiſtrates, whoſe circumſtances were ſuch as to 
render a large allowance abſolutely neceſſary. In the 
next place, they had to oppoſe the intrigues and arti- 
fices of the French Reſident,“ who caballed againſt 


them 
* The Abbe Soulavie, who diſtinguiſhed himſelf in France 


ſoon after the Revolution, by an obſcene performance, called 
Z hc Private Life of Marſhal Richeligu, 


1 
them in the moſt open manner, as well as the con- 
tempt of Briſſot's ſucceſſors, who, while they loaded 
them with fraternal embraces, and other outward 
marks of affect ion, never would conſider them as 
true confederates; and, notwithſtanding their title 
of Revolutionary Government, treated them“ with 
a degree of freedom, which they never dared to aſſume 
towards the other branches of the Helvetic Union, 
who, by ſteadily adhering to their ancient Conſtitu- 
tions, had never received, or expoſed themſelves to 
receive, the ſmalleſt mark of diſreſpect. Beſides this, 
they had to fight againſt a new faction, formed out of 
the refuſe of their own, and divided into two clubs, 
called the Marſeilleſe and the Mountaineers, Theſe 
clubs were not very numerous ; but they were noto- 
riouſly under the influence and direction of the French 
Reſident, and profeſſed the new dectrines to their 
utmoſt extent, and ſeemed prepared to imitate the 
conduct of thoſe who had carried them the fartheſt in 
France, and even to ſurrender themſelves and their 
country into their hands. | 
So ſtrongly, however, was the great body of 
the Genevele attached to the idea of national in- 
dependence, and ſo grateful did they feel, even to 
the new adminiſtration, for 1ts efforts to maintain 
it, that they forgave the manner in which it had 
come into power, and overlooked both the faults 
it had already committed, and thoſe into which 
its incapacity, the violence of party, or the peculiar 
difficulties of its ſituation, daily and hourly led it. On 


more than one occaſion, the very Magiſtrates whoſe 
offices 


* This was carried ſo far, that for the ſole purpoſe of 
increaſing the diſtreſs which Geneva then felt from want of pro- 
viſions, the French Agents conſtantly refuſed, under various pre- 
tences, to permit any ſupplies to be carried into the town from 
a ſmall diſtrict which belonged to us, and to which the road lay 
through the French territory, though the right of ſo doing was 
ſecured by numerous treaties. but ] have heard that ſince the 
ſecond Revolution (which will be mentioned hereafter) the pro- 


hibition has been jaken off, 
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1 
offices they had uſurped, came forward to aſſiſt and 
guide them; and ſome of them were even prevailed 
upon, to become members of the new Convention, 
which was a cloſe copy of that in Paris. It was 


| compoſed of 120 members, and ſat for about a year. 


Like the French Convention, it was under the con- 
troul of a Club, which had borrowed both its princi- 

les, and its language, from that of the Jacobins at 
* to whom it had applied for a copy of their 
rules, and forms, and whole importance it affected to 
aſſume, on all occaſions. 

During the ſitting of the Convention, the friends 
of the old Conftitution experienced, from the rabble 
of Revolutioniſts, every ſpecies of indignity, and in- 
ſult, which the capricious malice of men without edu- 
cation, and without property, could invent. Thoſe pre- 
tended reformers paraded the ſtreets, in the evening, 
with cudgels in their hands, and attacked, and ſeverely 
beat, ſuch as they thought averſe to their ſyſtem: nor 
did the Government take any effectual ſteps, to pre- 
vent theſe exceſſes, which were continued, for a 
conſiderable time, and were never puniſhed, though 
on one occaſion the country-houſe of an Ex-Magiſ- 
rrate, who had been Commander in Chief during the 
late invaſion, was pillaged, and another perſon aſſaſ- 
ſinated in open day-light, becauſe he had worn a 
white cap inſtead of a red one. It is unneceſſary, 
and would be tedious, to enumerate all the mean 


cruelties which the diſciples of the new ſchool of 


Equality practiſed: it is enough to ſay, that a deſcrip- 
tion. of them would preſent a picture of Popular 
tyranny, as provoking by its inſolence, as the ſcenes 
which ſucceeded them were ſhocking, by their bar- 
barity. 

Though the Convention affected to preſerve ſome 
of the forms of the old Conſtitution, yet, in order to 
deſerve the pompous name it had aſſumed, it thought 


itſelf bound to make a complete, and radical change 
in 
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its principles; and in treating the petty abuſes of a 
ſmall Republic, to act, as if they had been called 
to correct the inveterate corruptions, and deep- 
rooted errors, of an ancient, and extenſive Monarchy. 
- Deſpotiſm, ſaid one of the leading members of it, zs 
a fiery meteor, which ſcorches the foil over which it 
paſſes, Even ſuch bombaſt as this, had its effect 
upon the diſtempered minds of thoſe to whom it was 
addreſſed, and was received with univerſal applauſe. 
In order to ingratiate themſelves with the French, 
one of their firſt ſteps was to aboliſh the Great 
Council, and to transfer a portion of the power of 
the Little Council to the General Aſſembly, by which 
they deſtroyed the equilibrium between the executive 
and legiſlative branches, which the ancient Conſtitu- 
tion had provided with ſo much care: but, on the 
other hand, it muſt be acknowledged that, in the laws 
they framed, they ſhewed great regard to perſonal 
ſecurity, and even eſtabliſhed the Trial by Jury. 
Perhaps, it would have been well to enquire, whether 
that noble inſtitution (which one of the greateſt na- 
tions of Europe conſiders as the moſt ſacred of al] 
its rights, and its beſt ſecurity for the enjoyment of 
the reſt) is equally ſuited to ſo ſmall a State, as | | 
Geneva, where it is ſo difficult to prevent the influ- | 
ence of perſonal feelings, and private conſiderations : 
but the introduction of it ſhewed, at leaſt, the goodneſs t 
of their intentions. | | | ( 
It muſt not be imagined, however, that a Demo- 


cracy, fo unlimited as this, was approved by the 2 
greater part of thoſe who ſubmitted to it. The People b 
5 at large, not having forgot the ſound principles, in p 
which they had been educated, knew perfectly well, 17 
that ſome degree of reſtraint is eſſential to the very 00 
exiſtence of liberty, and were extremely attached to a\ 
the balances of the Old Conſtitution ; conſequently in 
every artifice was practiſed, that could ſecure the ha 
ratification of the New, by the General Aſſembly. V 


41 

The authors of it affected to aſſume the tone of _ 
friendſhip, and confidence, towards theſe who, they 
knew, diſapproved of it, and entreated them to give 
it their ſupport, if not from conviction of its good- 
neſs, at leaſt, to defeat the ſchemes of both the foreign, 
and the domeſtic enemies of the public peace, who, 
they ſaid, would not fail to convert the ill ſucceſs it 
might meet with, into an opportunity of creating 
general confuſion; but more particularly, for the pur- 
poſe of di ſappointing the inferior agents of the Revo- 
lution, who began to ſhew a ſpirit of inſubordination 
and turbulence, - incompatible with any ſocial order 
whatever, and only to be repelled, by the appearance 
of cordial union, and general ſubmiſſion to the new 
{yſtem. They aſſured them, that it would amply 
provide for the ſecurity both of the perſons, and the 
property, of thoſe who were to live under it, which, in 
the preſent ſituation of the Republic, was of more 
importance, than the preſervation of any particular 
ſyſtem, 

This language was ſo ſpecious, and was ac- 
companied by promiſes, apparently ſo ſincere, that 
they to whom it was addreſſed, though they ſtill 
adhered to their principles, withdrew their oppoſition; 
and, ſor the ſake of peace, and perhaps. as chooſing 
the leaſt of two evils, agreed to ſupport the new 
Conſtitution. 

It was accordingly propoſed, and adopted, in 
a General Aſſembly on the 5th of February 1794, 
by 4,200 voices againſt 200; and as a farther 
proof of the conciliatory diſpoſition, and amicable 
intentions of thoſe. who ſupported it, the new 
offices of the State were entirely filled up with its 
avowed friends. Nor was this all; for as the war, 
in which almoſt the whole of Europe was involved, 
had (as it always does) conſiderably affected the 
Watch-making buſineſs, which 1s the principal ſup- 
port of the poor in Geneya; and. the ſtagnation of 
trade, as well as the habits of indolence, into which 

D 2 a great 


[ 20 J 


a great many of the workmen had been thrown, by 


the Revolution, had reduced the lower claſſes of the 
People to conſiderable diſtreſs, very general ſubſcrip- 
tions were made by all thoſe in eaſy circumſtances, 
to keep them in employment until the market ſhould 
be again open. l | 

By ſuch generous and diſintereſted conduct, the 
Republic ſeemed likely to weather the ſtorm, which 
had wrecked her more powerful neighbour. The 
Swiſs, who, for eighteen months paſt, had renounced 
all political intercourſe with us, thought they ſaw what 
the hiſtory of the world had produced no other 
inſtance of, the Government of a Country ſuddenly and 
completely diſſol ved, and Anarchy not the conſequence. 
Aſtoniſhed at ſuch a phenomenon, they vielded to 
the repeated and earneſt ſolicitations of the depoſed 
Magiſtrates, and, at laſt, conſented to correſpond with 
their ſucceſſors, who now aſſumed the title of Conſti- 
tutional Government, In ſhort, the new Adminiſtra- 
tion ſeemed to gain ſtrength every day, and to be 
better qualified for the diſcharge of their functions: 
even thoſe who diſapproved of the manner in which 
they had come into power, were ready to ſupport 
them againſt every attack. The greateſt part of 
thoſe who had abandoned their country, for fear of 
the exceſſes, into which, it was natural to expect, that 
men unaccuſtomed to authority would run, gradually 
returned to it, and implicitly truſted to the aſſurances 
they received, that the Revolution was completed, 
and that they might depend on finding, under its pro- 
tection, ſafety for their perſons, and ſecurity for their 
property. 4 

But, alas! the whole was a deluſion; and in an 
inſtant, the malignant genius of France again blaſted 
all our hopes. An advocate of the name of Bou/quet, 
had taken an active part in the uſurpation of 1792, 
and been elected a Magiſtrate, and was ſoon after- 
wards ſent in a public character to Paris. During his 
ſtay there, he imbibed from the leaders of the Jacobins 
(to 


2 
(to whom his miſſion gave him conſtant acceſs) all the 
poiſon of their principles, and returned, aſter a year's 
abſence, to Geneva, full of theories of ſedition and 
revolution, and impatient to put them to the teſt of 


experiment. With this view, he immediately joined - 


the Club of the Mountaineers, whom he found per- 
fealy diſciplined, and prepared for any enterpriſe, 
by the induſtry of Soulavie, during his abſence. He 
immediately opened his plan, which conſiſted of five 
principal objects. Firſt, to wean the lower claſſes of 
the people from the confidence they placed in ſuch 
Members of the new Government, as had any charac- 
ter for integrity, by accuſing them of being ſecretly 
leagued with the Rich, or at leaft of favouring and 
ſcreening them : Secondly, to ſtrip the Magiſtrates, 
and even the Aſſembly of the People itſelf, of its 
authority, and to transfer all their powers to a few of 
his own partiſans, under the title of Revolutionary 
Government Thirdly, to erect a Revolutionary Tri- 
bunal, which would ſoon rid him of all thoſe from 
whom he had any thing to fear; and by the reſentment 
which the effuſion of blood, as well as the loſs of their 
property, would naturally occaſion in the boſoms of 


the injured, make the retreat of his partiſans impoſ- 


ſible: Fourthly, to adopt the French ſyſtem of 
making terror (to uſe the new jargon) the order of 
the day, ſo as to carry it into every claſs and deſcrip- 
tion of men, and thereby make the ſmaller number 
completely maſters of the greater : Laſtly, to make 
the eſtabliſhed religion an object of ridicule and con- 
tempt. 

The material parts of this plan, extenſive and dif- 
ficult as it ſeems, was executed in a ſingle night. 
Indeed the author of it had no time to loſe, as it was 
abſolutely neceſſary, that it ſhould be carried into exe- 
cution, before a propoſal, then in contemplation, for 
laying another aſſeſſment on the people of property, 
could be made. For, as there was no doubt that the 

propoſal 
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propoſal would be received without oppoſition, the 


ſucceſs of it would prevent any clamour being raiſed 
againſt that deſcription of men, and, at the ſame time, 


reſtore to the Adminiſtration, ſome part of the vigour 


which it had loſt, by its improvident management of 
the public finances, | 

This, therefore, was the critical moment; and 
Bouſquet began the execution of his plan, by 
ſpreading reports of conſpiracies to effect a coun- 
ter-revolution, and repeat at Geneva, the horrors 
which had been committed in 4a Vendée; and by 
taking every opportunity of declaring publicly, chat, 
even though the Rich could be brought to conſent to 
the propoſed aſſeſſments, which he ſtrongly inſinuated 
they would not, yet, in his opinion, there were means 
of relieving thei miſeries of the People, much more 
eſſectual, than that of exempting them from the pay- 
ment of taxes. The Rich, he ſaid, had too long 
waſted, in their own ſelfiſh pleaſures, that which 
ought to be applied to the maintenance, and comfort 
of the Poor; too long had they been ſuffered to 
inſult them by their wanton extravagance, and even 
by the wretched pictances of alms which they affec- 
tedly diftributed. The deſtruction of the pernicious 
ſpirit of Ariſtocracy, which had pervaded the Laws 


and Conftitution, would anſwer no purpoſe, and 


would but pailiate the evil, if it was ſuffered ſtill 
to influence the conduct and the ſentiments of the 
Rich : nor would any thing ſhort of complete eradica- 
tion, anſwer any uſeful purpoſe. 

The minds of the multitude being thus prepared, 
the night of the 18th of July 1794 (being the eve 
of the day on which the new aſſeſſments were to be 
propoſed) was choſen for the execution of the plot. 
The whole plan was laid, all che parts were aſſigned, 
every agent was at his ſtation, and the victims all 
marked out: in the midſt of the night, the Conſpi- 
rators ran to arms, ſeized the artillery of the Town, 


and entered, by means of falſe keys, into the houſes of 
= vch 
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ſuch of the Citizens, as, they apprehended, might be 
inclined to oppoſe force to force, and difarmed them 
before they knew what was intended againſt them. 
At the ſame time, they took care to confine two of 
the new Syndics, who have ſince been anxious to have 
it believed, that the blow was fo ſudden as well 
as violent, that it was impoſſible for the Govern- 
ment to ward it off, which it would not have failed to 
do, had it been aware of it in time. But there are 


not wanting men of very good information, and of 


unqueſtionable veracity, who aſſert, in the moſt un- 
qualified manner, that the Magiſtracy was well ac- 
quainted with what was to happen, and wanted neither 
courage nor ſtrength to prevent it, had they been 
deſirous of it; but that, in fact, the detention of the 
two Syndics (which laſted but a few hours) was a farce, 
contrived ; between them and Bouquet ; and, that in 
ſhort, though the Magiſtrates had not taken a direct 
and active part in the execution of the plot, they 
were ſtill to be conſidered as accomplices in it; and, 
beſides other reaſons, knew that its ſucceſs would 
relieve them, from the diſagreeable neceſſity of giving 
in their accounts, and expoſing the ſhameleſs manner 
in which they had waſted the public treaſure. 
However this may be, 1t 1s certain that the Govern- 
ment took no ſtep to defeat the plot, or even to prevent 
the ſhocking lengths to which it was carried. From the 
nature of the attack, one would have ſuppoſed that 
the City had been ſtormed by a foreign Enemy; but the 
ſyſtematic regularity with winch it was conducted, 
together with the perfect knowledge the plunderers 
ſhewed, of the places in which the objects of their 
pillage were depoſited, ſoon convinced the ſufferers 
that their Enemies lived within the ſame walls, and, 
in many inſtances, under the ſame roofs with them- 
ſelves. The Conſpirators were divided into ſmall 
bodies well armed, did not affect to produce the au- 


thority by which they acted, left ſeals on whatever 
| | was 
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was tod heavy to be carried off, and took care to in- 
clude ſome of the poorer, and more obſcure Citizens, 
among thoſe whom they put into confinement. But 
with ſo little regard to humanity were theſe domiciliary 
hits conducted, that though the heat of the weather 
was exceſſive, the priſons were crowded with the aged, 
the infirm, the diſeaſed, and even with ſome who 
were torn from their beds in the height of malignant 
fevers. This work of horror was executed in a few 
hours, by not more than a hundred wretches, one half 
of whom were foreigners ; but it had the effect which 
Bouſquet expected, and he was joined the next day 
by the reſt of the populace, by every man of unfixed 
principles or of deſperate fortune, and by not a few 
of an oppoſite deſcription, who vainly hoped, that, 
by appearing to countenance what had been done, 
they might acquire an influence over the perpetrators, 
ſufficient to prevent the execution of what was (till 
intended. 

Bouſquet now collected all his aſſociates together, 
and addreſſing them by the title of Revolutionary 
Nation, propoſed, that a daily allowance ſhould be 
paid to thoſe patriots, who ſhould perſevere in the 
great work they had undertaken. He obſerved, that 
it was only by determined and vigorous meaſures, 
both at home and abroad, that the French had ſecured 


ſuch brilliant ſucceſs, in their glorious ſtruggles againſt 


Deſpotiſm ; that theſe meaſures, ſevere as they might 
appear, were as eaſily to be reconciled to pure mora- 
Iity, as to found policy; and, both in their principles 
and in their effects, juſtified thoſe,with which, he ſhould 
propoſe to begin the reign of liberty, and virtue in 
Geneva. The Conſtitutional Government was then 
formally ſuſpended, and the whole Executive and 
Legiſlative power of the State, committed to a pro- 
viſional Revolutionary Tribunal, of which Bouſquet 
was of courſe made Preſident. The number of per- 


{ons who were taken into cuſtody, increaſed every 
3 hour, 


1 


hour; and by the induſtry ot Soulavie, who had given 
orders in all the neighbouring French diſtricts, that 


ſuch of the inhabitants of Geneva as retired to any 
of them ſhould be obliged to return, it ſoon amounted 


to near 600 perſons ; among whom were moſt of the 


Magiſtrates who had been depoſed from their offices 
in 1792, many of the Profeſſors, and almoſt the 
whole of the Clergy, a body of men who did honour 
to their country and to human nature, by their talents, 
their knowledge, their mild and tolerant ſpirit, and 
the ſpotleſs purity of their lives. And leſt any of 
them ſhould eſcape, ſome of the moſt furious and 
ſanguinary of the Revolutioniſts purſued them, even 
into the churches, which, in ſpite of the threats they 
heard on all ſides, of being treated as the prieſts had 
been treated in Paris on the 2d of September, thoſe 
venerable men had entered, for the purpoſe of implo- 


ring the mercy of Heaven upon their diſtracted . 
country. 


In the midſt however, of theſe ſhocking ſcenes, 
ſome few circumſtances ſhewed, that the native 
character of the Geneveſe was not to be depraved 
but by degrees. Some of the Revolutioniſts could 
not refrain from tears, when they were ordered to be 
the gaolers of their countrymen, and, in more than 
one inſtance, declared, that they envied their fituation, 
and, if poſſible, would gladly exchange with them. 
But theſe, as well as many other expreſſions of regret 
and remorſe, were of little avail to the unhappy vic- 
tims, whole adverſaries were too watchful to leave 
them any means either of eſcape or reſiſtance. One 
generous effort, indeed, was made by the women of 
Geneva (for the experiment was too hazardous for 
men to engage in), who, to the number of two thou- 
ſand, went, in a body, to the Revolutionary Tribunal, 
to intercede for them; but their tears and entreaties 
had no other effect, than that of expoſing them to the 
brutal ridicule of the Judges, who ordered the fire- 
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L 26 ] 
engines to be got ready, in order to adminiſter what 
they profanely called, the rites of Civic Baptiſm. 

This feeble obſtacle being removed, the Tribunal 
eagerly entered upon the diſcharge of its functions, 
and ordered eight of the priſoners to be brought up 
to trial, in which number, expreſs directions were 
given to include the Ex-ſyndic, Cayla, who had diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf by the intrepid ſpirit with which 
he had oppoſed the former Revolution, and the Ex- 
Attorney-General, Prevoſt, whoſe principal offence 
was, that he had taken a part in the negociation with 
General Monteſquiou. 

The Tribunal fat in the Town Hall: the Judges 
took their places with the ſleeves of their ſhirts tucked 
up, like butchers, their legs and breaſts naked, ſabres 
at their ſides, piſtols in their girdles, and bottles 
and glaſſes on the table. Some of the Judges could 
not ſupport a fight ſo truly diabolical ; two were 
taken out in a ſort of fainting fit, and four others 
permitted to retire. The reſt kept their places, and 
proceeded to the diſcharge of their functions, in the 
midſt of drunkenneſs, low witticiſms, and indecent 
buffoonery.* | 

Although there was no direct charge againſt theſe 
reſpectable men, nor the ſlighteſt evidence produced 
of any plan of a Counter-Revolution, which had 
been the pretext for taking arms, nor any queſtion 
aſked, in any degree relative to it, yet the trial of 
the eight laſted till the next morning (the 26th of 
July); and on opening the ballor-boxes, in which 
the opinions of the Judges were collected, it was 
found, that only two were capitally convicted. 

When this circumſtance was known, the Marſeilleſe 
and Mountaineers, impatient for blood, ſurrounded ' 
the Tribunal, with threats of vengeance againſt the | 

| perfi- 


* Add power to paſſion, ſays an Author of great candour, when 
ſpeaking of tranſactions in Rome, exactly fimilar to thoſe I am 
now deſcribing in Geneva, add power to paſſion, and there is ns 
abild beaſt ſo ſavage as man, Plut. in vita Ciceronis. | 
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n Judges, who had acted ſo inconſiſtently 
with their former profeſſions, and propoſed to make 
an immediate maſſacre of all the priſoners. The 
Judges affected to be alarmed, and the next day 
returned to the Bench, and, amidſt the clamours and 
howlings of the Galleries, gave their opinions, not 
by ballot, as before, but openly; the conſequence 
of which was, that ſeven of the eight were condemned 
to die, by the very men who, but the day before, 
had acquitted fix of them; and who, on both occa- 
ſions, called the Almighty to witneſs the purity with 
which they gave their ſentence. 

The Revolutionary Nation, to whom an appeal was 
reſerved, immediately aſſembled, in arms, to conſider 
the ſentence of the ſeven perſons condemned; and 
though, under pretence of purifying the Aſſem- 
bly, "the leaders of the Revolution had carefully 
excluded from it, all whom they ſuſpected, either of 
integrity, or humanity, there was ſtill a decided ma- 
jority for ſparing the lives of Cayla, Prevoſt, and de 
Rochemont. 

This third deciſion, ſo different from what they 
expected, increaſed the rage of the brutal Janiſaries 
of the Revolution. They reviled it as the conſe- 
quence of Ariſtocratical influence, and Ariſtocratical 
principles, and refuſed to conſider it as binding.— 
They vented their execrations and menaces indiſcri- 
minately, and actually attempted to deſtroy two or 
three of their own party, who called upon the by- 
ſtanders to ſuppart the ſovereignty of the People, and 
and not ſuffer it to be inſulted with impunity. Nor 
was this all: they ſent armed Deputies to the Tribunal, 
to complain that falſe patriots had artfully mixed 
themſelves, on this occaſion, with the real lovers of 
their country, and diſappointed their hopes; to infiſt 
that the ſentence of the three Ariſtocrats, who had 
been acquitted, ſhould be annulled, and to declare, 
that, if this requeſt was refuſed or delayed, they 
would repair to the priſon, and do themſelves juſtice. 
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The number of thoſe who held this language was 


conſiderable, and their menaces frightful. They were 
all provided with arms and amunition ; it was night; 


and thoſe who diſapproved of their meaſures, were 


either too much terrified to oppoſe them, or too difu- 
nited and diſtruſtful of each other to attempt it. Theſe 


circumſtances were abundantly ſufficient in the opi- 


nion of the Revolutionary Tribunal, to juſtify them in 


aſſuming a new Juriſdiction, and reverſing the fentence 


paſſed by the people at large ;* and they inſtantly deli- 
vered vp the feven priſoners to the executioners who 


came to demand them. | 
Theſe illuſtrious victims died in a manner, worthy 
of the cauſe, in which they ſuffered, and with all 
| the 


* On the next day, they publiſhed an apology for this part of 
their conduct, for which they acknowledged themſelves reſpon- 
fible, yet, with impudent inconſiſtency, imputed what had hap- 
pened to the machinations of thoſe they called the enemies of 
the Revolution. This apology may be conſidered as a formal 
declaration of war againſt the reſt of the Ariſtocrats, that is 
to ſay, of the people of property. It accuſes them of All per- 
ſevering in their claims to ſuperiority 5 of having refujed to frater- 
nige with the Revolutioniſts in the Civic Feaſts 5 of anxiouſly wiſhing 
for a Counter-Revolution in France, as the prelude to a familar event in 
Geneva of having expreſſed the warmeſt wiſhes for the ſucceſs of the 
Rebels in Lyons 5 and of having concerted meaſures, to have the law, 
which was to make new afſefſments on themſelves, rejected. In this 
Manifeſto, the Leaders of the Conſpiracy, for the firſt time, threw 
off the maſk; and, both by the ſtyle of the jargon in which it is 
written, and by the ſentiments it contains, plainly ſhewed whe 


were the real contrivers of the ſecond Revolution; for they dwelt 


much on the dijpleaſur: of the F rench, which, they ſaid, vas occa- 
fioned by the timid and inconſiſtent conduxt of the firſt Re volutioniſts, 
who, at the very moment they avere boaſting of having eſtabliſhed the 
principles of Liberty and Equality in tbeir Republic, ſuffered it fill to be 
pollut by the refidence of incerrigible Ariftocrates, They called upon 
the Revolutionary People, in the ſacred name of Fraternity, to 
beware of freling, or indulging compalſiun to put an end to the reign 
ef criminal impunity 5 to rid their Country of its perverſe and ungrateful 
Children; and ro put it out of their poxwer, to raiſe their parricidal 
hands, againjt her, —T he Tribunal undertook for itſelf, to revelu- 
Honize principles and manncts 5 to regenerate public ſpirit, to labour 
inceſſantly in forming eftablijhments to prevent the introduction, or 
exiſtence of diſtreſs among them 3 ts form true Patriot, 5 to prepare the 
way for Univerſal Happine, & c. & c. Kc. = 
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L 29 J 
the dignity which religion, innocence, and virtue, 
can give. They refuſed to have their eyes covered; 
and their murderers, inſtead of diſpatching them 
all at the ſame ſhot, were careful to make a ſecond 
neceſſary. Cayla was the only one who ſpoke; 
[ ſhould die with pleaſure, ſaid he, could I hope that 
my death would reſtore peace and liberty to my un- 
happy country. The Executioners tore in pieces a 
written paper, which De Rochemont, a young Advocate 
of the moſt promiſing hopes, entreated them to deliver, 
after his death, to his family. But Prevoſ contrived 
to drop a letter which he had written with a pencil, 
and which exhibits a ſtnking picture of the calm he- 
roiſm, and amiable tenderneſs of his diſpolition.—No 
man, ſaid he, loſes ſo much in dying, as I do. Treturn 
my moſt grateful thanks io my dear Wife, for all the 
happineſs, for which I have been been indebted to ber; 
and I entreat her never to forget, that her huſband dies 
in the moſt honourable of cauſes ; and, in ſpite of the 
deluſion which occaſions his untimely end, will be eſteemed 
and regretted by all good Men.—My dear Mother, 
how little is the ſatisfaction You ever received from me, 
compared with the ſorrow which has overtaken your ve- 
nerable old age! Weep for your Son; but let it comfort 
you . to recollect, that be always watſked in the paths of 
honour. Honour had always guided him, and will guide 
him, to the laſt moment of his life, Aud let not my. un- 
happy fate, my dear Son, deter you from following my ex- 
ample. Let firitt integrity, and an invincible attachment 
to your Country, be the rules of your life, though your 
father's adherence to them has ſhortened his days. But 
let me conjure Jou, never to engage in public affairs, &c.“ 
Though one crime naturally leads to another; and 
though the experience of all Hiſtory ſhews, that 
the 


* It may perhaps be neceſſary to inform the Reader, that this 
reſpectable man was one of the moſt able and intrepid oppoſers 
of the attempts, made by the Count de Vergennes, on the eſtab- 
liſned Conſtitution of Geneva; and was the Magiſtrate, who pro- 


poſed the abolition of the form of Government, introduced by 


that arbitrary Miniſter, 
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the blood which has been already ſpilt, is, with the 


p ſavage multitude, a reaſon for ſpilling more; yet ſome 
5 | people hoped, that its fury was ſatiated, or at leaſt, 
—_ that the Swifs world interpoſe, and prevent further 

—_ horrors, But the bloody Tragedy had been acted 


with too much expedition, and too much fury, to give 
them time to interiere, even if their interference could 
have been effectual. This however did not prevent 


—_ the Bailiff (or Chief Magiſtrate) of that part of the 
—_—_ territory of the Canton of Berne, which lies neareſt to 


—_— Geneva, from writing a letter to one of the Syngdics, to 
aſſure him, that che whole Hlelvetic Union ſaw with hor- 

Et = | ror, and deteſtation, the preparations that were m:king, 

ö for the effujion of blood, at Geneva; and to conjure the 
deluded people of that Kepublic, to recolle themſelves, 
and deſiſt before it was too late. 

The Syndic, to whom the letter was addreſſed, 
rook care not to communicate it to the People ; and, in 
his anſwer to the Bailif, excuſed himſelf, by aſſuring 
him, that it would have been dangerous to do ſo, as the 
determination of the majority had already, in one inſtance, 
been over-ruled; and you will eaſily underſtand, ſaid he, 
the delicate nature of our ſituation, and your heart is 
formed, to ſympathize with us, when you ærecollect the 
dangers and difficulties io which te Conſtitutional 
Government is expoſed. | 

This anſwer, artful as it was, did not impoſe upon 

ö the ſagacious Swiſs. They ſaw clearly, that this 

i pretended Conſtitutional Government, if it was not the 

author, was at leaſt an accomplice, in the enor- 


mities it effected to condemn :* and while they ge- 
neroully 


What mult thoſe Cantons think, when they hear, that one of 

the Syndics, who, as a Chief Magiſtrate of the Republic, had juſt 
before aſſured them, that the Revolution of 792 was completed, 
and that there would be no repetion of it, was not aſhamed, in a 
Letter written to a Correſpondent in London, to pride himſelf on 
having foreſeen the ſecond Revolution, of which, he ſaid, a man 
muſt be blind not to ſee the alſolute neceſſity? In the Letter alluded * 
to, he completely lays aſide the maſk ; and though he admits, that 0 
the prople had obtained all the liberties they could wiſh for, he goes on c 
to remind his Correſpondent, that the were poor, aud that the Rich 
had had thcir turn in the enjoyment of opulence, & c. ö 
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nerouſly afforded an hoſpitable aſylum, to thoſe 
who had the good fortune to make their eſcape from 
its fury, they, at the ſame time, took advantage of the 
impreſſions of horror, which the tranſactions at Geneva 
had made upon the minds of their ſubjects, to publiſh 


the following Proclamation, which, as it gives a very 


correct, and at the ſame time, a very concile picture of 
the ſcenes I have attempted to deſcribe, is the only 
State Paper I ſhall give You the trouble of reading ar 
length. 


To oux DEAR AND FAITHFUL FELLOW-CITIZENS, 
WE, THE AVOYER, LITTLE COUNCIL, AND GREAT 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY AND REPUBLIC OP 
BERNE, SEND GREETING. 


© You cannot be ignorant of the melancholy events, 
tc which have lately taken place in Geneva. - That 
«© Republic, in whoſe welfare, both as allies, and as 
ce neighbours, we have ſo long taken the ſtrongeſt, 
ce and molt affectionate intereſt, is overwhelmed by 
ce calamities, perfectly new in their kind, and in ex- 
« tent, duration, and conſequences, beyond the eye 
ce of Man to trace. 

C Ar the very moment when We, and our Neigh- 
ce bours, the Canton of Zurich, were told in form by 
« the new Government of Geneva, that the Revolu- 
« tion was completed; that peace and tranquillity 
« would be the immediate conlequence of the new 
ce Syſtem, and that all former differences were at an 
« end; We learn that a band of lawleſs Men has at- 
e tacked, and, by main force, completely overthrown, 
ce in that Republic, all public Liberty, and all private 
« ſecurity. Houſes have been forcibly entered, with= 
ce out lawiul authority; the Inhabitants of them, 
« violently dragged out of them, arbitrarily detained, 
6 and illegally impriſoned. The Miniſters of Reli- 
« gion have been attacked in a City, v.hich called 
« itſelf one of the bulwarks of the Reformation, in a 

3 - - ** manaer 
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ce manner, that threatens Religion itſelf.— In the midſt 
ce of this general confuſion, ſome individuals have been 
«© put to death, againſt the wiſhes of a decided Majo- 
ce ricy of their Judges. Plots are laid againſt the lives, 
<« the liberty, and the property of others, without re- 
ce gard to the ſanctity of oaths, or the eſtabliſhed 
cc forms, and ſettled maxims of Law; and the Inha- 
te bitants in general are at the mercy of Uſurpers, 
* who diſpoſe of the lives and fortunes of their 
« Countrymen, with no other rule of conduct, than 
ce their own tyrannical caprice. 

c We ſee with the livelieſt ſorrow, the wretched 
ce ſituation of a State, which has ever been an object 
« of intereſt to us, and, from its local poſition, muſt 
% ever engage the attention of the Helvetic Body. 
« But our ſorrow is loſt in indignation, when We 


tc hear, that ſome of our own ſubjects have taken a 


ce part in tranſactions, ſo criminal. Our anxiety for 
te the ſafety, and honour of our country, will not per- 
te mit us to ſuffer ſuch men to return to, or remain in 
« it, We therefore order, that ſuch of them as are 
te not at preſent within our territories, do not preſume 
ce to enter them; and that thoſe who have engaged 
ce jn ſuch enormities, and are within our juriſdiction, 
e be immediately apprehended, in order to receive 
« the puniſhment their crimes deſerve. 

« We have no doubt but that our Dear and Faith- 
tc ful Fellow-citizens will participate theſe ſentiments: 
« with us, and will exert themſelves, to give effect to 
ce this Proclamation. Above all, We indulge a con- 
« fident hope, that the ſight of the diſaſters which 
cc have overwhelmed Geneva, will teach them to ſet a 
ce Juſt value on thoſe impartial laws, which, with a 
te mild and beneficent Religion, have ſo long ſecured 
ce to us the enjoyment of public peace, of private ſe- 
te curity, and of all the bleſſings which Almighty God 
& ſo liberally beſtows, on thoſe He loves, and which, 


« We truſt, He will continue to ſhed on us, as He 
| « ſhed 
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ce them on our forefathers, if, like them, We confide 


“e in his goodneſs, and endeavour to deſerve the con- 
ce tinuance of it, by our obedience to his Laws, and 


our unſhaken love of our Country.” 


Given in our Great Council, the 4th day of 


| Auguſt, 17 94. 
FROM THE CHANCERY OF BERNE. 


This truly paternal admonition had the effect it 
deſerved, on that part of the territory of Berne, which 
lies the neareſt to us; for thoſe of the inhabitants of 
that diſtrict, on whom the artifices which had ſuc- 
ceeded ſo fatally in Geneva, had been practiſed with 
ſome degree of effect, have ſince candidly acknow- 
ledged, that the fate of the Geneve/ſe brought them 
back to a ſenſe of their intereſt, and duty. 

In the mean time, under pretence of Economy, 
but, in truth, to conceal the extent of the horrors that 
had been, and ſtill were to be perpetrated ; the 
Revolutionary Tribunal iſſued an order forbidding the 
uſe of mourning, for a year to come. This was ſoon 
followed by another, for lowering the intercſt of 
money, and for annulling all leaſes; by the laſt of 


which regulations, they not only relieved the lower 


claſſes, from the payment of rents, which, from the 
depreciated value of property, were become too high, 
but, in fact, levied a heavy fine upon thoſe people of 
property, whom they had, hitherto, had no pretence 
for attacking. 

They alſo renewed their domiciliary viſits, and left 
no more than twelve ounces of plate to any individual; 
and becauſe the French had confiſcated the property 
of ſuch of their own Emigrants, as had borne arms 
againſt the new Republic, theſe faithful imitators 
ſummoned moſt of the Genevans, who happened to 
be abſent, when the late tragic ſcenes were acted, to 
return immediately, under the ſame penalty, and or- 
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dered all perſons whoſe fortunes exceeded 20,000 
livres, to give in an account of them within a week, 
in order that they might be aſſeſſed in proportion to 
theirproperty and to their patriotiſm: and, to crown the 
whole, they aſſigned ſeveral churches as places of meet- 
ing for the different Clubs; they reduced the utval 
divine Service to a very ſmall number of Offices, and 
permitted the ceremony of Marriage, and the admi- 
niſtration of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, to be per- 
formed by the civil Magiſtrate. 

The Revolutionary Tribunal having thus prepared 
the way for new enterpriſes, and made a ſatisfactory 


trial of the obedience of its ſub;e&s, by threatening 


all, who preſumed to expreſs the ſlighteſt diſap proba- 
tion of its meaſures, with what it called a 3 
zionary puniſhment, reſumed the proceedings, Which 
it had ſuſpended, only until it could ſatisfy itſelf, 
whether the Nation was ſufficiently accuſtomed to the 
ſight of blood, to bear the further effuſion of it. After 
baniſhing ſome ſoldiers of the Garriſon, who had ge- 
nerouſly refuſed to act as executioners on the late oc- 
caſion, it ſelected four other victims, three of whom 
had been Magiſtrates, 

One of them, named Naville Gallatin, was a man of 

great talents, and defended himſelf with ſuch elo- 
quence and ftrength of argument, that one of his 
Judges, in giving ſentence againſt him, ſaid, — 
I have two conſciences ; one of which tells me Jou are 
innocent; but the other tells me, You muſt die, that the 
State may be Javed, —Ihen I die, anſwered the un- 
daunted Magiſtate, the State will loſe a great Citizen. 
The expreſſion is bold, but perfectly characteriſcs his 
elevated and undaunted ſpirit. 

And now, continued he, when ſentence of death was 


paſſed on him, now mark the fate which awaits N 


and your accomplices; for You muſt not hope that guilt 
Hike yours, can go unpuniſhed. You will find that all the 
ties of Social Order, which you have broken to attain 
your ends, will again be broken by thoſe, who ſucceed 

You 
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You in your crimes, and in your power: new factions will 
be formed againſt You, out of your own ; and as You have 
united, like wild beaſts, in purſuing your prey, ſo, like wild 
beaſts, You will tear each other to pieces, in dividing 
it, Thus will you avenge the Cauſe of thoſe, who have 


fallen, and are yet to fall ſacrifices, to your avarice and 


ambition. Jo them, as well as to me, the proſpect of 
approaching Immortality robs Death of all its terrors ; 
but to You the laſt moments of life will be embittered by 
reflections, more poignant than any tortures You can ſuffer. 
The innocent blood you have ſhed will be heard againſt 
You, and You will die without daring to implore the 
pardon of Heaven, * : 


F 2 . 


Ihe ſpeech he made to the Judges, when he was firſt 3 


before them, has been ſince publiſhed in Swixgerland. The fol- 


lowing is one of the numerous paſſages which ſtrongly mark the 
character of this intrepid Magiſtrate. And who are you,“ 
(addreſſing himſelf to the Tribunal) “ who are You, who now 
«« preſume to fit in judgement on me? I ſee none on that Bench, 
but Uſurpers,—After the deſtruction of the legal Magiſtracy 
% in 1792, You made new Laws, and erected new Authorities; 
„both of which You have fince ſuperſeded, and, in their ſtead, 
have eſtabliſned a mercileſs Profcription. . . . Will you dare to 
« ſay, that you act under the Authority of the Sovereign People? 
If the People be your Sovereign, why have you not aſſembled 
it, without diſtinction of party, or opinion? and why is this 
place filled with every object, that can influence the fears, 
*« and over-rule the conſciences, of thoſe who are to decide on 
«« our lives?“ | 
Do not imagine that I mean to diſgrace myſelf, by endea- 
«« vouring to excite your compaſhon. I know that my death 
is already determined on; and you know, that I am too de- 
«*« cided a foe to injuſtice, to hope to eſcape the ſad, but honour- 
able fate of the Magiſtrates You have murdered. But yet, 
to prove to all Europe, the atrocious injuſtice of your pro- 
«« ccedings, J declare in the preſence of Almighty God, that, 
ever fince the Revolution in 1792, I have lived in the cloſet 
retirement. Unable to reſtore the true laws of my Country, 
«© T ſubmitted to yours; and while I carefully nouriſhed in my 
© boſom a ſpark of Liberty, whicheven your tyranny cannot ex- 
« tinguiſh, I conſented to wear your chains, and to ſtifle the 
“ murmurs, which the ſight of ſucceſsful wickedneſs, excited in 
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So great was the reputation of this Magiſtrate, 
and ſo highly was he reverenced by the Revolutioni/ts 
themſelves, that though they had given up their right 
to review the ſentences of the Revolutionary Tribunal, 


yer, on this occaſion, they ſhewed an carneſt wiſh to 


reſume it, in order to ſave his life; and they actually 
aſſembled for that purpoſe. But, before they could 
take the neceſſary ſteps, the Tribunal had an intima- 
tion of their intention, and diſappointed it. They con- 
trived that his executioners ſhould come and demand 
him; and he, in the middle of the night, was ſhot, with 
the ex- ſyndic Fatio, on a remote part of the Ram- 


Parts. ＋ | 
Many others would probably have ſuffered the ſame 


fate, but ſaved themſelves, by well-applied pecuniary 
ſacrifices “; and the power of the Tribunal having at 
length expired, the Judges of it reſigned their autho- 
rity, after having held it about a fortnight ; in which 


period 


my boſom. To be relieved from that ſight, in ſome degree, 
alleviates the miſery of leaving my Wife, and my Children 
„ who, whatever be their ſuture fate, will never have reaſon to 
be aſhamed of my Memory,” &c. &c. &e. 

+ The two others, Audeaud and Delor, were executed at nearly 
the ſame time; ſo that, in the whole, eleven perſons ſuffered on 
this occaſion, viz. Cayla, Prevoſt, De Rochement, De Combes, 
Vivien, Chenaud, Meunicr, Nawille, Fatio, Audeaud, and Delor. 


* By this means, many individuals, who ſeemed the principal 
objects of the popular fury, eſcaped, while others, apparently. 
much leſs obnoxious, were ſacrificed. One of tlie Judges, who, 
fer good reaſons, had ſuddenly become favourable to one of the- 
priſoners, againſt whom the Populace ſeemed particularly irri- 
tated, faid, IF God had told me this morning, Thou wilt ſpare that 
Ariſtocrat, I ſhould hawe anſwered, God, thou lieſt, and yet, con- 
fidering the defence he has made, I find myſelf bound to acquit him, 
Another, more ſevere, or leſs venal, concluded his opinion by, 
ſaying, We are told that the Priſoner at the bar had many private 
wirtnes hut fo had Naville. I condemned him, notwithſtanding his 
wirtues: 1 fee no reaſon why this man ſhould be better treated, 
However his ſentence was mitigated into confiſcation and exile. 
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period, they tried and pronounced ſentence on 508 
priſoners; of whom, ex 
37 were ſentenced to death and forfeiture of all their 
property, 26 of whom were condemned for 
non- appearance. „ | 
94 to perpetual exile, and forfeiture of all their 
property. 
4 to exile for different periods. 
264 to confinement, for different periods, in their 
own houſes. To) 
10 to impriſonment for life, in the houſe of cor- 
rection. 
7 to impriſonment, in the ſame place, for different 
periods. 


71 were removed from their Offices, or ſeverely re- 


primanded; and, 
21 were acquitted ; but only two received any com- 
penſation for what they had undergone. 


508 


At laſt, ſaid the Judges, in the report they made 
previous to reſigning their offices, at laſt the People 
z5 avenged, In diſcharging, continued they, the pain- 
ful and important duties impoſed upon us, we have 
followed no general Rules, we have been guided by no 
Legal principles, © And now that the Revolution is 
« completely eſtabliſhed, permit us to declare our 
« ideas, of what our Country requires of all its Citi- 
« Zens: it requires of them the practice of all 
ce the Social and Civic Virtues; it requires of 
c them the pureſt Morality, the moſt undeviating in- 
e tegrity, both in their private tranſactions, and in 
ce their public duties. In ſhort, it requires that we 
« be completely regenerated. In vain ihall we have 
6 Jlopped off the abuſes, that naturally ſhoot from ex- 
« ceſſive wealth; ualeſs we eſtabliſh Juſtice, Pro- 
« bity, and Virtue, not in words, but by actions, and 
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te by the irreſiſtible force of example; Corruption 
e will again rear her Hydra head,” &c. &c, &c. _ 
When language like this, is heard from ſuch men, 
on ſuch an occaſion ; when to other crimes, is added 
the hypocritical affectation of conſcience and prin- 
ciple, what hope is there of remorſe ? What expecta- 
tion of a return to juſtice, and humanity? Alas ! 
the unſortunate Geneve/e have no hope, no expecta- 


tion, but that feeble one, that the fate of Kober/pierre 
may be a warning to his 1mitators, and that, ſince 


compunction cannot, fear may produce ſome mitiga- 
tion of their cruelty. 

But however this may be, Geneva is no longer what 
It was, a very few months ago: it is a new city ſtand- 
ing on the ruins of the old one; and inſtead of peace, 
ſecurity, induſtry, content, and all the happineſs which 
attends the practice of virtue, nothing is to be ſeen 
but pillage, murder, and all the crimes, and all the 
miſcry, which the diſſolution of ſocial ties, lets in up- 
on the human ſpecies. Such is the train of evils, 
which the adoption of but a ſmall part of the Jacobi- 
#:cal philoſophy, has introduced into Geneva: what 
mult the effects of the whole of that Syſtem be, upon 


other Countries, when we fee thoſe it has produced 


upon a nation, which, in the midft of its former inteſ- 
tine commotions, conſtantly revercd the rights of pro- 
perty, and ſhuddered at the fight of blood 

In one point only, do we ſtill diſcover the true 
Geneveſe character; I mean in the jealous vigilance, 
with which both the oppreſfors, and the oppreſſed, 
watch over their political Independence, and have 
hitherto protected it from the treachery of France. 
Doubtleſs, the leaders of the Revolution, find it more 
convenient to inſult, and plunder their detenceleſs 
Countrymen at home, than to be put in Requiſition, 
and draughted into the armies of the Ocean, the Rhine, 
and the Pyrenees : but plunder muſt have an end; 
and when the booty is ſpent, what will then remain for 
5 them, 
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them, but to ſell their unhappy Country, to the higheſt 
bidder ? 

If it be painful to You, Sir, to read this deſcription, 
how mucn more ſo is it for a Genevan to write it? So 
painful is it, that I ſhould hardly have undertaken the 
raſk, had I not been informed, thar ſome of my unhap- 
py Countrymen are about to embark for America, in 
confidence of finding there, the liberty, and ſecurity, 
which they have loſt at home. — Permit me, Sir, to re- 
commend thoſe unfortunate Exiles to your protect ion, 
and to the humanity of your Countrymen; and be al- 
ſured, that for the hoſpitality, and generous aſſiſtance, 
You hold forth to them, you will receive an ample 
return, of a kind which the Americans prize the moſt : 
The Geneveſe who ſettle among You, will bring you 
habits of acting, and of thinking, truly Republican, 
and perfectly conformable to your own: They will 
bring You, an enlightened zeal for liberty, an habitual 
reverence for Religion, and a facred regard for Pro- 
perty : But above all, Sir, they will bring You that 
dread of the interference of foreign Powers, which their 
melancholy experience has taughr them, and a pro- 
found reſpect for thoſe eſſential, and fundamental forms 
of the Conſtitution, which, in free States, are the 


ſtrongeſt ſafeguards of Liberty. 
Jam, Sir, &c. &c. 
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London, Sept. 23, 1794. 
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Thr Revolution of Geneva ſeems to take a milder 
turn, than might have been expected ; owing, per- 
haps, to a change in the temper and diſpoſition of the 
French, who appear to be relaxing from their ſyſtem 
of ſeverity, or, more probably, to the return of the 
Gene veſe to their natural character. Whatever be 
the cauſe, it is certain, that the latter begin to feel 
ſome remorſe, for what they have done; and openly 
avow their regret for having ſo long imitated, and 
(to ſay the truth) in every point but one, ſurpaſſed 
the former. 

In one point indecd, and in one point only, the 
French are ſtill without a rival; for out of no leſs than 
508 perſons, on whom different ſentences were 
paſſed, on the late occaſion, there was but ove Woman, 
who was condemned to be impriſoned for life, for 
having given aſſiſtance, and forwarded letters, to ſome 
French Emigrants ; and it is more than probable, that 
even this ſentence was obtained by the influence, and 
intrigues, of the French Reſident. In every other re- 
ſpect the Geneveſe have gone far beyond their model. 
One of the Judges, for inſtance, of the Revolutionary 
Tribunal, is ſaid to have left the Bench, in order to 
aſſiſt in executing the unfortunate Magiſtrates, whom 
he had juſt condemned. In the ſame manner, thoſe 
who ſentenced the Syndic Cayla to death, had the 
audacity to reckon, among his crimes, the large ſums, 
which he had long been in the habit of diſtributing 
among the Poor, with a view (as was alledged) of 
corrupting them. His bounty was, indeed, impro— 
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ſeilleſe and Mountaineers, 


La 2 

perly applied, ſince the very objects of it were thoſe, 
who clamoured the loudeſt for his death, and actu- 
ally obtained it. They are now ſorry that they did 
ſo : their ſorrow however does not proceed from re- 
morſe, but is the conſequence of an event, which they 
little expected, and for which they were wholly un- 
prepared. | 

You recollect, Sir, that the ſecond Revolution, 
which took place on the 18th of July 1794, was, in a 
great meaſure, effected by the two Clubs of the Mar- 
Thoſe Clubs were com- 
poſed of the very dregs of the populace, and conſe- 
quently, could only be tools in the hands of others. 


But no ſooner was the ſecond Revolution completely 


effected, then they who had conducted the former, 
adopted it, and with a view, either of ſecuring their own 
ſafety, or perhaps of ſharing the plunder, immediately 
endeavoured to put themſelves at the head of it. 

Of courſe, their firſt object was, to ſtrip the French 
Reſident of his influence. And in truth it was time 
to do ſo; for there was now no doubt, that the only 
object of that Miniſter, in forming the intereſt he 
had acquired among the Mountaineers, was to 
govern and guide them himſelf, and by their means, 
ultimately to incorporate Geneva with France. 

But this Coalition, however unexpected, was not 
brought about fo expeditiouſly, as to eſcape the pene- 
tration of Soulavie ;; who no ſooner diſcovered it, than 
he determined immediately to haſten to the execution 
of his plan. | 

At this critical moment, happened the fall, and 
immediately afterwards, the death of Roberſpierre, 
whoſe creature he was. This event completely 
blaſted his hopes ; his rivals were inſtantly joined by 
all the Geneveſe, who {till wiſhed to preſerve the 
independence of their Country ; and a formal com- 

G plaint 
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L 42 ] 
plaint was lodged againſt him, with the French 
Miniſtry.“ 


Deſperate, however, as his ſituation was, he reſolved 


to make one more effort, to ſave himſelf, and he 


ſoon found the opportunity he wanted. 

The daily allowance, which had been diſtributed 
for about three weeks, among the Clubs, and which 
had coſt the State 300 louis d'ors a day, had been 
lately withdrawn, to the great diſſatisfaction of the 
Marſeilleſe and Mountaineers, but particularly of the 


latter, who were thereby deprived of a reſource which, 


while it laſted, had made it unneceſſary for them to 
return to their former Employments. To reſume 
i them 


The very day after Roberſpierre's defeat, the Revolutionary 
Government wrote an anſwer to a very violent note, preſented 
by Seulavie, in which he expreſsly calls them the Enemies of 
France, and threatens them with no leſs, than arming the neigbbeur- 
ing Diſtris againſt them. This Anſwer contains a very ſpirited 
recapitulation of the conduct of Soulawie, and is the more curious, 


as it is a ſtriking ſpecimen of the new Diplomatic ſtyle, which 


the Revolutionary Syſtem has introduced. 

« Citizen Reſident,” ſaid they, 'Fhe Syndics and Council of 
% Geneva. have ever been aware of your ill-will towards both 
« them, and their Republic. They have long ſeen, that your 
conduct is directly calculated, to involve them in a diſpute 
« with France: but their love of peace, and their reſpect for 
« the character you ſuſtain, has induced them to ſuppreſs the 


«« unpleaſing ſentiments, which ſuch a ſight excited. But now 


«*« that You ſet them the example, by forgetting the reſpe& You 
«© owe, to the Magiſtrates of a free and independent people, 
« they no longer withhold the exprefſion of their indignation, 
« and feel it a duty to repel your attacks, &c, &c. | 
« We will not enumerate all our cauſes of complaint, againſt 
« You. We ſhall ſoon have an opportunity of ſtating them 
« fully, to Thoſe who want neither power, nor inclination to do 
« us juſtice. We will confine ourſelves, at preſent, to ſome ob- 
«« ſervations on your official Note, of the 13th of Thermidor, and 
« on the ſpirit which ſeems to have dictated it. That Note 
c exhibits, in our opinion, a ſatisfactory proof, with how little 
7 delicacy You chooſe the means of effecting your purpoſe. 
« Some facts it has wholly ſuppreſſed; others it ſtates imperfectly; 
% and by artfully miſrepreſenting the reſt, gives room to ſuſpect, 


that things of greater importance than thoſe it ſtates, are 


behind 


« Friends of Liberty and Equality in Geneva, are united to cruſh 


commit your Country, with the only Nation, which has 


L SV ] 
them now, was a meaſure they were not at all in- 
clined to; and their ill-humour increaſed, as they 
began to feel the preſſure of diſtreſs. 

They complained, of having been amuſed with the 
hope, that, as ſoon as the new diviſion of Property 
was made, every Patriot would have a comfortable 
ſubſiſtence. They ſaw with indignation, that cheir 
plunder was either waſted, or put out of their reach, 
as ſoon as it was collected; and as it was impoſſible 
either to ſell, or to let the ſplendid houſes, which had 
been confiſcated, both within the walls of the City, 


and in the neighbourhood, they inſiſted on having | 
- them | 
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« behind. Nor is this all: at the very inſtant, when all the 


« Ariftocracy, You impute to us views of hoftility towards 
« France. But what Genevan can fee any advantage, (unleſs he 
«« is A traitor to his Country) in exciting, in driving (as you term 

« it) the neighbouring Diſtricts, to take arms againſt us? Give 

« as leave to tell You, Sir, that it is your baſe and inſidious con- 

«« duct alone, which will induce them to take ſuch a ſtep, or to 

„ form a bad opinion of us? Was it for this purpoſe that 
« You were ſent to us? 'The Nation You repreſent, has 
«© made juſtico and Integrity, the Order of the day: but its 
«© Miniſter has wilfully, and deliberately, falified the moſt im- ; 
* portant facts, in order to criminate us. The Nation You 
«« repreſent, wiſhes to fraternize with all other free Nations : 
«© but You, Sir, have abuſed the authority of your ſituation, to 


adopted its principles. We know, however, that the Com- 
«© mittee of Public Safety will not condemn a whole People 
© unheard : to it, we ſhall addreſs ourſelves, and we know that 
« We ſhall be heard; the important truths we ſhall diſcloſe, will 
have their effect. Your menaces do not terrify us: We even 
« hear them with pleaſure, as they afford us a hope, that the 
«« intrigues and cabals You have been ſo long forming againſt us, 
will ſoon be at an end. This undiſguiſed declaration of our 
«*« ſentiments, theſe bold truths, are the language of Freemen : 
«© Tf it offends You, the conduct which has occaſioned it, will 
juſtify it, and we ſhall ſtand acquitted by all, who love ſincerity 
and truth, We therefore give You notice, Sir, that we ſhall 
tranſmit both your Note, and our Anſwer, to the Committee 
of Public Safety, &c. &c. 
Geneva, Aug. 5th, in the zd Year of Gene veſe Equality, 
By Order of the Syndics and Council, 
(Signed) DIDIER. 
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them divided, and diſtributed in ſhares. Far, alſo, 
from joining the majority of the Friends of the Revo- 
lution, in blaming the conduct and deſigns of the 


French Reſident, they flocked in great numbers to 


his houſe; ſupported him againſt the moſt popular 
Members of the Government; and infiited upon 
knowing the reaſons of the miſunderſtanding between 
Bim and them, which, they laid, was too prejudicial to the 
inter eſts of the Republic, to be kept a ſecret. 

But however they might regret, in private, that the 
Revolution had not had the effect of making Geneva, 
a pait of the French Republic, they were not yet bold 
enough, openly to align that as the reaſon of their 
diſfitisfaftion. They made no ſcruple, however, of 
declaring loudly, that che vengeance ot the nation was 
not yet ſatisfied ; and inſiſted, that the Revolutionary 
Tribunal ſhould reſume its functions, and bring to 
Juſtice, between five and fix hundred more perlons, 
who, they ſaid, had been hitherto ſpared, though 
clearly guilty, and in which number, they at laft 
expreſsly and by name, included thoſe Rævolutioniſts, 
who were known to be the moſt attached to the pre- 
ſervation of the National independence, as well as 
tome, whom Soulavie pointed out to them, as his own 
perſonal enemies, and who were, in fact, the principal 
Members of the Conſtitutional Government, but whom 
he choſe to call by the name of Temporiſers and 
Moderates. Theſe laſt were particularly obnoxious 
to the Mountaineers, and had incurred their moſt 
violent hatred, by conſtantly checking them, when- 
ever, aiter the completion of the firſt Revolution, that 
undiſciplined and ſavage mob wanted to hurry on to 
a ſecond, before Bey/quet arrived to point out the 
proper time for beginning it. 

Thele threats of perſonal danger rouſed the 
Members of the Conſtilutional Government, and indu- 
ced them, though ſtill to a certain degree under ſuſ- 
penſion, to reſume the authority they had affected to 
1 want 

: | | 


CE eu ra et an 455 n 
N — r 2 2 . . A "5 nl 


CT EA EEE NC Aoi 


8 


r „ 
2 e LT OT 


n 
e 


8 — "MON 8 . 
. e r 


SSSSST 
5 : 2 


EE . 
7 7 


„ 


want on the 18th of July. The reſt of the Revolu- 
zienary Clubs were immediately called together, and 
in one of them, the feelings of the Members excited 
by a ſpeech, in which the maſk was fo completely laid 
aſide, that it would be u npardonable not to lay ſome 
paſſages of it betore you. 

5 1 maintain ' {aid the Revolutioniſt who delivered 
it, „chat the ſcheme of erecting a new Revolutionary 
12 Tribunal can have originated, only in an enemy to 
ce the independence of our Country: nor can it meet 
6 with ſupport, but from the moſt deluded, or from 
thoſe who are too indolent to return to their former 
employments, and who know, that until the tran- 
5 quillity of the State is reſtored, they mult be con- 
ce tinued in arms, and conſequently, ſupported at the 
public expence. For what but the completeſt igno- 
* rance, or the moſt wicked malice, can ſuggeſt any 
« apprehenſions now, from what was once the Ariſto- 
cratical party in Geneva, and which the loſs of its 
« wealth, and the fall of Monarchy in France, have 
« completely reduced to inſignificance, without power 
« at home, or influence abroad? &c. 

« France has made Juſtice the Order of the day: 
yet in Geneva, Which ſhould be a City of Brothers, 
there are men to be found, who {till thirſt for blood, 
and call for the eftabliſhment of another Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal, with no limit to 1ts authority, bur 
its own capricious will, Is there no reaſon to fear, 
that the reſpectable Powers, on whom we depend 
for our ſubſiſtence, and for the proſperity of our 
trade, and who have already ſo ſtrongly marked 
their diſapprobation of our conduct, will no longer 
ſuppreſs their indignation ? And ſhould that be the 
caſe, is there no reaſon to fear that Geneva, the native 
Country of Rouſſeau, Geneva, whole Citizens had, 
by their calm and temperate behaviour, even in 
the midſt of inteſtine diſcords, by the purity of 
their morals, by their piety, by the brilliancy of 
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their talents, and the extent of their 8 
tc obtained the eſteem and reſpect of all Europe ;— 

ce that Geneva may loſe its independence, and no 
te longer be permitted to call herſelf free? Let us 
cc inſtantly reject a propoſal ſo dangerous,” &c. 

This harangue was very much applauded, and when 
printed, revived the courage of all thofe who had 
been concerned in effecting the firſt Revolution, as 
well as of thoſe, who, though equally averſe to the 
firſt and ſecond, had, from motives of fear or prudence, 
fubmitted to both, They immediately reſolved to 
arm themſelves, but to receive no pay: to revive the 
Revolutionary Tribunal, but at the ſame time, to 
direct its ſeverity, not againſt thoſe who were falſely 
called and treated as Ariſtocrates, but towards thoſe, 
who were endeavouring, under the maſk of Patriotiſm, 
to involve their Country i in confuſion, and to give up 
its independence. 

Having, by theſe meaſures, obtained a decided ſupe- 
riority, they ſtill proceeded with great caution, and 
were particularly careful not to alarm the Marſeilleſe, 
who were more numerous, and if poſſible, more eager 
for blood than the Mountaineers ; but at the ſame 
time, more under the controul of their Leaders, leſs 
in the habit of looking up to the French Reſident, and 
more attached to the idea of National independence. 
By this conduct, they detached them by degrees from 
their former Aſſociates, the Mountaineers ; who, 
being thus abandoned, were ſurrounded, diſarmed, 
and thrown into prifon, without offering to make the 
flighteſt reſiſtance ; though, when they clamoured for 
the death of the acquitted Magiſtrates, the very men, 
who now maſtered them ſo eaſily, affected to conſider 


them as inv:ncible. 


The new Tribunal, which conſiſted of the ſame 


Members as before, was very careful, however, in 
the exerciſe of its authority, to ſpare ſuch of the Moun- 
taineers, as had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 

zeal 
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2eal on the former occaſion; and endeayoured to 
divert the public indignation from them, -by calling 
for accuſations againſt ſuch of the more wealthy Citi- 
zens, as had hitherto eſcaped, and were ſtill incorrigible 
Enemies of the Revolution. But the whole body of 
Revolutioniſts ſaw through the artifice, and on the 25th 
of Auguſt, being the very day after that, on which the 
Tribunal was erected, preſented the following addreſs 
to it. | | 

« Yeſterday, Citizens, You received an order from 
« 2135 of your Countrymen, to form Yourſelves into 
e a Revolutionary Tribunal, and to try the criminals, 


ee who had been impriſoned the preceding morning; 


te and what have You done? Nothing. We are tired 
« of ſuch flow, ſuch equivocal conduct; and we now 
ce come to inform You, that unleſs You proceed to the 
te diſcharge of your duty by noon, we will make You 
© anſwerable for the conſequences. Let the firſt of 
« your Members, who ſhall dare to draw off your 
cc attention from the exerciſe of your functions, be 
« jmmediately put under arreſt : let the Mountain- 
c eers be difarmed : let the Addreſs which has been 
« found among their papers, be communicated to 
© all the Citizens: and let the diſturbers of the public 
ce peace, meet the puniſhment they deſerve, before 
* the day is over.“ 


(Signed) GIRARD, Secretary. 


When the books and papers of the Mountaineers 
were ſeized, the plan of an Addreſs to the People, was 
found among them, the object of which was, ro bring 
about a ird Revolution, It eſpouſed the quarrel of 
the French Reſident, in the openeſt manner, and aſked 
in plain terms, how long the Enemies of the French 
Nation were 10 inſult it with impunity 

This addreſs, (which was evidently drawn up by 
Soulavie )* was directly calculated to put the Revolu- 

| tioniſts 

* Among other paſſages, 15 the following very curious'one : 
T he good will of the Mountaineers towards France, expoſes them to all 
the 
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tionifts themſelves into confuſion, and force them to 
14 throw themſelves into the arms of France; though 
| it affected to treat the imputation of any ſuch deſign, 
as a groſs and flanderous talſehood. It has been ſaid, 
that by means of a chemical proceſs, ſome of the 
names which had been ſigned to this paper and after- 


wards eraſed, were reſtored ; and that, amon 


+ - _ \ 
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D 
g was that of Soulavie. However this may have been, 
Witt the confeſſions of ſuch of the Mountaineers, as were 
"wt taken into cuſtody, left no doubt of the nature of that 


| Miniſter's views and conduct. 

| During theſe tranſactions, Mr. Reybaz, the Geneveſe 
Reſident in France, a man of real merit, and ve 
highly cfteemed in Paris, (whom no one ſuſpects of 
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his Country, took advantage of the fall of Roberſpierre, 
to defeat 1:,—He not only prevailed upon thoſe, who 
ſucceeded Roberſpierre, 10 diſavow the conduct of 
Soulawie, and to recall him with marks of diſpleaſure; 
but he alſo obtained from the Convention, a new and 
ſolemn acknowledgement of the Independence of 
encgva, and an allowance of the ſame honours to 
himſelf, as its repreſentative, as had lately been granted 
to the Miniſter of the United States of America. In his 
official correſpondence, he took particular care to let 
his Conſtituents know, that the account of the late Re- 
volution, which they had intended, no doubt, for the 
peruſal of Rober -ſpierre, had reached his ſucceſſors, at 
rhe por moment, when they had determined to adopt 
a line of conduct, the very reverſe of his: that the prin- 
ciples 


the malignity of the Enemies of t bat Nation, wvho impriſon 112 ca- 
lumnt: te then, oppreſs them ty wnjuſt pr cjecutions, and do all in their 
Pb: Ter 0 aſus "ate 7 7, Es by Aividin 95 them into NEW Clubs, exactly ia the 
' fame manncr as PII ER cutes ; the Oppoſition in England, for 18 
ng the cauſe 0 of Fran Co 


g others, 


Wh approving the conduct of his new Conſtituents, though 
Wit all were * that he continued to fill his ſitua- 
MU tion under them) being perfectly appriſed of the 
will ſcheme, that was-formed againſt the independence of 
BE 
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on which they meant to act, were thoſe of Juſtice, 


, 1 and Moderation; and that their intention 


was to ſhew themſelves, not more the foes of Ariſto- 
cracy, than of Anarchy and Inſubordination. 

The ſtate of affairs heing thus ſo eſſentially altered, 
the Revolutionary Tribunal could no longer refuſe to 


proceed to the trial of the Mountaineers, And al- 


though no poſitive evidence was adduced, of a plot to 
deliver up the City into the hands of the F rench, and 
though the individuals accuſed, made the moſt public 
and ſolemn declaration, that every ſtep, for which they 
were now called to anſwer, was taken by the inſtiga- 
tion, and under the immediate direction, of the very 
men, who were then ſitting in judgment on them, yet 
four of the Leaders of the Party received ſentence of 
death. The Populace, who but fx weeks before, 
had been the accomplices, and inſtruments of their 
crimes, heard the ſentence with tranſport ; and the 
Criminals met their fate, in a manner as daſtardly, as 
the behaviour of the Magiſtrates, whom they -had 
murdered, was courageous and dignified. Thus has 
ſo ſmall a State as Geneva, already proved, at the ex- 
pence of the very men, who contemptuouſly called 
the Revolution, an abortive one, the juſtneſs of the 
remark of a great Revolutionary Leader in France, “ a 
few moments before he ſubmitted to the Guillotine.— 
Every Revolution, ſaid he, of the nature of ours, is like 
Saturn : it devours its own offspring. 

Bouſquet, the real head of the Mountaineer party, is 
ſtill alive: but he lives in hourly apprehenſions of 
ſharing the fate of his accomplices. That Rober- 


Npterre of Geneva, who poſſeſſes all the vices, and none 


of the talents of his model, and who like him, ruled 
his country for a ſhort time, with unlimited ſway, has 


not been able to retain his uſurped Authority. That 


he might have a plauſible pretext, for no longer con- 
tpuing a member of a Tribunal, whole cruelties he 


H affected 


„ Danton, 


E 

affected to condemn, he has, with equal dexterity 
and baſeneſs, contrived to withdraw his name from 
the number of thoſe who were to decide on the hves 
of their Countrymen, and to have it inſerted in the 
Commiſſion, to which the taſk of confiicating their 
property, was allotted : and now, equaily dreading 
the vengeance of thoſe he has ruined, and the con- 
tempt of thoſe who ſhare? his crimes, he is rapidly 

ſinking into his original! Oſcurity, and already veri- 
fies the prediction of one of hi: Countrymen (Mr. 
Chauvet), Wh. ia a Letter from London, of the 
! i 5th 4 Auguſt, told him, 7-7 he wwould preſerve only 
= the ſhadow of auibority, by ſubmitting to acts of the baſeſt 
= compliance, © Thoſe who overturn the Laws,” con- 
= tinued he, © are Tyrants to-day, only to be Slaves to- 
= „ morrow ; and are ſuffered to exiſt, amidſt the con- 
3 «© tempr of their a{lociates, and the hatred of their 
= ce rivals, only until they have ſatiated the avidity of 
0 © the one, and prepared the way for the triumph 
1 % of the other.” The Letter ended with theſe pro- 

5 phet; ic words; © I do not ſay, that political Crimes 
F have always led to the ruin of thoſe, who commit 
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hit) „ them ; I do not ſay, that the popularity which is | 
al « obtained by ſuch means, is as unſtable as it is con- 
IH ce temptible : nor do I fay, that a thouſand accidents ; 
« may change that Order of things, which now feems 
« ſo favourable to You. But I ſay, that the hour is 1 
| © at hand, when you will envy the ſate of thoſe, who { 
( © have fallen ſacrifices to the Revolution you have : 
| «&.cttected,” &c. | . 
li The puniſhment, which the inferior Agents of the a 
—_ late Revolution have already ſuffered, has encouraged ſi 
—_ the Geneve/e tohope, that the vengeance of Providence 4 
_ will ſoon overtake the principal Criminals, and afford t 
=_ the un! nappy victims of their ambition, ſome allevi= FX a 
= ation of their miſery, and perhaps, an opportunity of 7} _ *t 
_ eſcaping from a City which is become the harbour ß *® 
= every Cilme, Some, indeed, have already obtained, =» 0 
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by means of money, a commutation of their ſen- 
tence of confinement to their own houſes, into perpe- 
tual exile, And who can wonder, that they ſhould 
conſider it as an indulgence, that can hardly be 
bought too dearly, to be baniſhed from a City, whoſe 
ſtreets are reeking with the blood of innocent and 
virtuous men; where the hopes of plunder are the 
only bonds. of an union, which the diviſion of it, 
muſt ſoon diflolve ; where the populace was encou- 
raged to pillage, in order to be taken into pay ; and 
was kept in pay, 1n order to pillage ; where property 
is loſt to its owners, without enriching or ſatiating the 
robbers: a City, whoſe Inhabitants have ſuffered a 
handful of Foreigners“ to govern them, to inſult 
them, and even to infule a portion of their own fero- 


city into them; where the blackeſt crimes appear 


without diſguiſe, and the pure religion of the Country, 
with its venerable Miniſters, is delivered over. to an 
inſolent and mercileſs perſecution ; where thoſe who 
have already ſuffered, are perhaps leſs to be pitied, 


2 than 


* I am ſenſible, this is but a weak Apology for the Geneveſe. 
Nothing is more true however, than that they received their firſt 
impulſe towards the late Revolution, from France; and that the 
greateſt part of the enormities perpetrated in the courſe of them, 
were committed by Foreigners, and particularly by Frenchmen, 
who, in the firſt Revolution, had acquired the right of Citizen- 
ſhip in Geneva, which from its local ſituation with reſpect to 
France, Savoy, and Switzerland, naturally became the refuge of all 
ſuch as, from various circumſtances, were obliged to abandon 
their own country. 

A deciſive proof that the ſecond Revolution was not the work 
of the Geneveſe, is, that the Authors of it, never ventured to 
aſſemble the General Aembly, and took the carlieſt opportunity of 
ſuſpending it, and transferring its functions to prow:/tonal Com- 
mittezs compoſed of very few Members. Doubtleſs, the Geneve/e 
have been much to blame ; yet, what other Country will venture 
to ſay, that had it been as weak, as unprotected, as Geneva Was, 
as completely ſurrounded by the territory, and as much expoſed 
to the violence, and when violence was laid afide, to the intrigues 
and artifices of France, it would have eſcaped the cruel fate, 
which Deſpotiſm, Injuſtice, and Perfidy, ha ve brought upon that 
unfortunate State? - | 
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than the ſurvivors, who live in dreadful expectation of | 
following their fate ; where ſoon, nothing will be 
ſeen, but the miſeries of the oppreſſed, and the tyranny 
of the oppreſſors; where the Rich are plundered, to 
feed the indolence, and inflame the avidity of the 
indigent ; where Famine, Diſcord, Hatred, and Re- 
venge, muſt ſoon appeat, with all the horrors that 
uſually accompany them ; where the ſacred name of 
Liberty has been for ever polluted, and where thoſe, 
who are moſt afflited at the calamities, of which 
they have ſuffered themſelves to be made the inſtru- 
ments, ſee no means to eſcape, but by plunging into 
others, ſtill more diſaſtrous ; and where, even if they 
were able, by an effect of virtuous Deſpair, to free 
themſelves from the yoke that galls them, the troops 
of France which ſurround them, would affuredly 
avenge the cauſe of their Tyrants, and inflict upon 
them a puniſhment, of which the World has 
already ſeen with horror an inſtance, in the fate of 
Lyons ? 5 

In ſhort, Sir, Geneva, that was once ſo diſtinguiſhed 
among the Cities of the Earth—Geneva, the ſeat of 
Religion, of Morality, of Science, of Art and of Com- 
merce, but above all, of Sacred Liberry—Geneva 1s 
irrecoverably loſt : peace, ſecurity, and happineſs 
have for ever abandoned her, and her miſeries can only 
terminate with thoſe of France, Happy, if like her 
wiſer | Neighbours, the Sw1i/s, ſhe had remained a 
ſilent ſpectator of the convulſions, which have ſo long 
diſtracted that unfortunate Country! But, as ſhe has 
been ſeduced to imitate her conduct, ſhe muſt parti- 
cipate her fate. The fall of Roberſpierre at Paris, was 
immediately followed by the ruin of the Mountaineers 
at Geneva; and every future ſtruggle of faction in the 
former of thoſe cities, will be equally felt in the latter. 
France is now her only Ally; and even the friendſhip: 
of France would be loſt, if the citizens of Geneva, im- 
pelled by remorſe for what they have done, and re- 

| membering 


1 


membering their former happineſs, ſhould make any 


efforts to recover that ſober freedom, thoſe wiſe and 
temperate Laws, which they have been ſacrificing, 
during the laſt two years, on the altars of Revolu- 
tionary Anarchy. 


Facilis deſcenſus Awverri : 
Sed revocare gradum, ſuperaſq, evadere ad auras, 
Hic labor, hoc opus eft. 


Yours, &c. 
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London, Oct. 35 1794. 


SIR, 
Tur appearance of moderation, which things 


ſeemed to wear at Geneva, when I laſt had the Konour 
to addreis You, was ſoon laid aſide ; and we are now 
to ſee the Revolution, in its genuine and original cha- 
racter, as a ſyſtem of anarchy, devaſt ation, and plunder. 

You may recollect, that at the date of my laſt 
letter, the Mountaineers were completely humbled ; 
Soulavie was recalled, and the Convention had made 
declarations, which, if ſincere, rendered all apprehen- 
ſions of danger from the French, groundleſs. Under 
circumſtances ſo favourable, the Revolutionary Tri- 
bunal thought it unneceſſary to wear the maſk any 
longer. It declared it to be unjuſt, that its ſeverity 
ſhould be exerciſed on deluded patriots only ; and 
thought it high time to take the caſes of ſuch of the 
Enemies of Liberty and Equality, as had been lately 
oe dered not to leave their own houſes, into conſidera- 
tion. | | 

The number of perſons of that deſcription 
amounted to 343. They were principally of the 
claſs of Merchants, or as the Revolutioniſts affected 
to call them, trading Arifiocrats, and had attracted 
their notice, as being in their opinion, as rich, and 
more avaricious, than thoſe they had already attacked. 

It would ſeem, that for theſe two years paſt, the more 
virtuous and enlightened part of the Geneveſe have 
laboured under a fort of infatuation, which by an ill- 
timed ſpirit of moderation and forbearance, have 
drawn upon them the very dangers, they moſt wiſhed 
to avoid. Thele very men, for inſtance, whole turn 


of 


13 
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of perſecution was now come, had been weak enough 
to believe, that the late military preparations were 
made with no other view than to provide for their 
ſafety, and the ſecurity of the National independence. 
They thereſore had waited the event of the contelt 
wich anxiety, and had continued their prayers for thoſe 
who were in the end ſucceſsſul, until they were in- 
formed, by the victors themſel ves, that they and their 

property were to be the fruits of the victory. 
Although the Tribunal had declared in its firſt 
Report, that the Nation was at laſt ſufficiently 
avenged, yet, in the ſecond, it aſſerted that the ſeve- 
lities which had been exerciſed on the former occa- 
ſion, had proved inſuſſicient to repreſs all the enemies of 
public happineſs *, It therefore recommenced its 
| operations 


* The hypocritical impudence of this ſecond Report, which 
was publiſhed on the 6th of September, ſurpaſſes, if poſſible, 
that of the firſt. The terms of Lideriy, Juſtice, and Virtue, are 
uſed with the ſame ſcandalous effroatery ; and it concludes with 
the ſame exhortation to the Geneweſe to be virtuous, to be induſtrious, 
aud to kerp it conſtantly in their remembrance, that the practice rf do- 
meſtic virtue is the beſt, the only foundation of public ; the only 
reward, which the Members of the T ribunal ajk for all their labours. 

The members of this Tribunal were (as has been already ob- 
ſerved) almoſt entirely taken from the lower Claſſes of the 
People, and were wholly unknown, before the late convulſions. 
On this account, the deſcriptioa they give of their rivals, the 
Mountaineer leaders, is equally curious and inſtructive. 
Every Revolution, ſay they, brings into notice, individuals, 
«© who, till then, were either unknown, or knawn only to their 
* diſadvantage. To the former ſuch periods are uſeful, as they 
afford them an opportunity of emerging from ob!curity ; to 
« the latter, as they enable them to efface the remembrance of 
their private infamy, by the affectation of public virtues. 
„ Both are equally active, both equally influenced by their own 
«« ſelfiſh wienvs ; both conſider all means as allowable, which tend 10 
the attainment of thoſe views, and, under the maſk of patriotiſm, 
«© both turn ih? he'y duty of inſurrectious againſt the real intereſts of 
the inſurgents. 

„ 'Twelve months ago, a popular Society was formed, called 
the Club of the Mountaineers, who undertook to act as /entinels 
HM liberty. Under this name, which, to the minds of Frenchmen, 

imported 
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operations, by committing the ſame enormities which 
it had accuſed the Mountaincers of intending to com- 
mit; and though the pretence, under which fo many 
perſons were put into confinement, was to protect them, 
during the ſtruggle which was likely to enſue, yet it 
15 now well known, that the real reaſon of that mea- 
fare was, to prevent their taking part in that ſtruggle, 
and to ſecure them and their property, as the reward of 
the victors; and it is more than probable, that the ob- 
ject of publiſhing the canciliatory ſpeech, which ſo 
vehemently inveighs againſt further ſeverities , was to 
divert their attention from the new dangers, that hung 
over their heads. | 

In this third ſcene of the Tragedy however, no lives 
were loſt, though ſix pretended Ariſtocrats were ſen- 
tenced to death; but being abſent, they did not ſuffer: 


eighteen were baniſhed for life, and the reſt either con- 
fined, 


imported every thing reſpectable, they endeavoured to depoſe 
* the popular Authorities of Geneva, to deſtroy what the Revo. 
«© lution. had raiſed, and to plunge their Country into that ſtate 
*© of confuſion, which was moſt favourable to the views of thoſe, 
«© who had long been planning its ruin. One circumſtance 
alone protected theſe Conſpirators from the puniſhment their 
«© crime deſerved, The houſe of the French Reſident was their 
place of rendezvous, and the ſcene of their ſecret and noc- 
«« turnal cabals. That Miniſter, who was ſent hither for the pur- 
5 pole of preſerving harmony and friendſhip between the two 
«« Nations, took advantage of his fituation to impoſe upon his 
«« Conſtituents, to injure us in their eſteem, to ſow diſſentions 
„among our patriots ; in ſhort, to eſtablich Anarchy in Geneva. 
. . It was impoſſible however, that ſuch conduct ſhould be par- 
«« mitted for any length of time. The reſpect to which he was 
entitled, while he bore a public character, was neceſſarily 
*« withdrawn, when he engaged in intrigues, in falſehoods, in 
*< calumnies. His behaviour could not long remain unknown; and 
it was impoſſible that the French Republic, which generouſly 
offers us good-will and fraternity, would ſuffer a Man who was 
* guilty of ſuch crimes, to continue to repreſent her; and ſhe will 
* undoubtedly puniſh him as he deſerves, for daring to expoſe his 
country, by his baſe and perfdious conduct, to the danger of 
«« ſecihg the Helvetic Body added to the number of its Enemies.“ 
See page 45. 3 
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fined, or deprived of their political rights, for periods 
of different lengths.“ The reaſon of the latter part of 


the Aſſembly of the People, not openly, but by ballot; 
and as the Tribunal is perfectly aware of the real 
ſentiments of the greater part of the Members of that 
Aſſembly, it takes great care not to call it together, 
until it has excluded from it, the greater part of thoſe, 
of whoſe integrity it is afraid. } 


In 


* The ſecond Report of the Tribunal, gives the following 
ſtatement. 

Of the Mountaineers, | | 

5 were capitally convicted and executed, 

6 ſentenced to death for non-appearance. 

3 baniſhed for life. 

7 condemned to impriſonment for different periods, 


17 
The reſt were diſcharged, with an exhortation 0 be upon their 
guard againſt intriguers, and agitators, and to diſtribute themſelves 
among the other Revolationary Clubs. ; 

Ot the Ariſtocrats and Neutrals, or, as the Tribunal calls them, 
thoſe who did not defend the rights of the People at all, or defended 
them with too little zeal, | 

6 were ſentenced to death for non-appearance, 
18 baniſhed for life. | 
8 ſentenced to impriſonment for a year in their own houſes, 
with forfeiture of all their political rights. 
4 to the ſame forfeiture, and fix months impriſonment. 
4 Clergymen were ſuſpended from the exerciſe of their func- 
tions, with the ſame forfeiture, 
14 to the ſame forfeiture. 
32 to a year's impriſonment in their own houſes, and ſuſpen- 
ſion of their political rights for two years. 
49 to ſix months impriſonment, and ſuſpenſion for two years. 
103 to three months impriſonment and ſuſpenſion for two 
years. 
$8 to ſuſpenſion for two years. 
17 reprimanded for want of zeal inthe defence of the rights of 
— the People, and diſcharged. 
343 


t The Tribunal took no pains to conceal their reaſon. This 
meaſure, ſay they in their Report, is abſolutely neceſſary und:r our 


preſ-nt 


their ſentence is obvious. The ſuffrages are given in 
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In the mean time, the powers of the General Aſſem- RX 
bly are intruſted to twenty-three Clubs, or Revolu- 


q 
* 
Ann 1 * — 
88 22 OY X — 4 
2. eee — n oy 
_— 
- — - - ak; *— r A 
X . — 2 — — * = 
: 2 W — . * — Jo 
” 4 1 2; 3 ET IN — F DL — — 7 
— - * — 4 - Lan LES 
— — =o F Ee nn — N = 
- - 3 me. * 2 
— 4 
eee EO ORG G = 
: : . 8 
52 
0 
© 
Ls o 
== 
" 
1 
2 


tionary Sections, in which the Members give their : 
votes vivd voce, and in which, none dare open their 23 h 
lips but thoſe, to whom a ſtate of tranquillity isa . 
5 ſtare of violence; and whoſe audacity increaſes with A} 4 
i the timidity, and acquieſcence of the reſt, 0. 
* Theſe twenty-three deliberative Republics, as they t 


may be called, meet twice a-day, and ſometimes col--ttT: q 
lectively, ſometimes ſeparately, form reſolutions the 
moſt inconſiſtent and contradictory: ſometimes, they fi 
permit the workmen, who. are under ſentence of t 
confinement to their own houſes, to go to their ſhops 7 
three times a day; and immediately after, they retract 
this permiſſion. Sometimes they ſeem determined to 
ſap the very foundation of the Edifice, by revolution- 
izing the principles of the riſing generation; but 
when they obſerve, that not a ſingle perſon of thoſe 
engaged in the public education of youth, has adopted, 
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1h or will adopt their ſyſtem, they purpoſe to put them 
i 1 all into a proviſional tate of requiſition, until they can 
111146 ſupply their places, or do without them; for they 
BUCH already begin to clamour againſt the Arts and Sciences, 
1 anches of Ari Sometimes, th 
1161 as branches of Ariſtocracy. Sometimes, they openly 

4 avow their intention to unpeople their Country, and, 


in purſuance of that plan, permit all who wiſh to leave 
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f 1 ö ſent circumſtances, and may be uſeful in future. To ſay the truth, 

WR. . the oliect of the Revoluticn, is gradually to introduce Regenerating 

fit 4 | Laos 5 ard in order to ſecure that object, it 1s indiſpenſably neceſſary, 

15 that they, who have on all occaſions ſhewn themſelves Encmies of the 

| by Pecple, ſhould, on this, be deprived of their right of ſuffrage 5 and ir 
1 our Fellow-citizens auill caſiiy ſee the juſtice, as well as propriety, * 
j fi 9 of extending that precaution to thoſe, who avere tried by the firſt b a 
$18 Tribunal. 

"if 'T his retroſpective meaſure will of courſe affect, near a thouſand 

j ii: perſons. It is an inconſiſtency almolt too groſs for belief, that 

N a Revolution, whoſe profeſſed object was to eftabliſh the right of g in 


4 Univerſal Suffrage, has already deprived of that privilege, nearlß 
one half of thoſe, who formerly enjoyed it, | 3 Oo 
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lu- are alarmed at the number of Emigrants, and the ; 
mol quantity of property they take with them, and pro- 1 
cit hibit the departure or removal of either. h 
S 2 Ihe queſtion, which has hitherto moſt embarraſſed | .='® 
1th the Revolutioniſts, is to determine, whether they ſhall iv 
continue the adminiſtration of affairs in the hands of 9 1 

ey the Revolutionary Tribunal, or reſtore it to the Con- 1 
ol- fſtitutional Government, which. though ſuſpended, is = 
the not diſſolved, nor without hopes of being able to re- FE 
hey ſume its authority. For the preſent, it is Agreed, that 

of the Tribunal ſhall remain another month in office, 
1 og | under the title of National Liquidatory Commiſſion ; 
act with expreſs orders to collect all the confiſcated pro- 
to perty, and apply it to the ſupport of Eſtabliſnments 
n- for the encouragement of induſtry, the prevention of 
but poverty, and the promotion of general happineſs,* which, 
ofe notwithſtanding ſuch 1 means to introduce it, 
ted, 1s ſtill, to the great altoniſhmeat of the lower claſſes of 
2885 the People, as diſtant as ever. 
i But though the minds of the public are thus buoyed 
hey up with hopes of future happineſs, they are not the 
ces, leſs expoſed to preſent remorſe and anxiety. It is not 
nly in the power of their Leaders to conceal from them, 
nd, that they are conſidered as a worthleſs and degenerate 
ave People, by every part of Europe. Holland, the 

it, ancient Ally of Geneva, looks upon the preſent Magiſ- 
__ 5 trates, as a (et of Banditti, and in order to preſerve the 
ng Property of thoſe, who are trembling under their 
ſary, 3 tyranny, has put it into ſequeſtration. "The principal 
ihe Towns of Germany have prohibited all commercial 
5 ooh intercourſe with them, The Swils have placed guards 

fr along their ſrontiers, to prevent the entrance of all 
3 ; 2 perſons 
1an 3 
2 1 l Beſides this, Jam informed, that the new Commiſſion has it 

In contemplation d lay ſuch taxes, as, ry: 2 will tend to 

arly IJ equalize all private fortunes, and reſtore he Golden Age, which, 


IS _ 


the People is told, will be the be; tiining of the reign of _ ity, 
aid the completion of the Revolution. 
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„ 
perſons concerned in the Revolution, or who were in 
arms while it was carrying on; and refuſe them 
admittance with as much care, as if they were infected 
with the plague.* | 

But though theſe are facts too notorious to be con- 
cealed, the preſent Government endeavours to per- 
ſuade the deluded People, that, however they are ab- 
horred by their immediate neighbours and connexions, 
they are not without friends and admirers, at a di- 
ſtance. For this purpoſe, on the firſt of laſt month, 
they gave orders for a Civic Feaſt, in which, in allu- 
fion to the compliment lately paid them by the French, 
and to ſhew themſelves not unworthy of a compariſon 
with the great Republic of the new World, they 
pompouſly diſplayed the American flag, and with 
great effrontery placed it next to their own. It was 
eaſily indeed, to ſee ſhame and remorſe, painted on 
the countenance of every perſon preſent at the cere- 
mony. But what are we to think of a People, which 
retains no quality of virtue, but the conſciouſneſs of 
guilt, nor any mark of courage, but the obſtinacy of 
perteverance ! | 

There is now hardly one Genevan of property, or 
education, Who has not ſeverely felt the effects of the 
Revolution. In fact, if to the former 508 victims, 
we add the laſt 343, we ſhall find, that it has ſwept 
away nearly one half of thoſe who compoſed the 
General Aſſembly, before the late introduction of 
about 1000 Natives, and nearly the fame number of 
Foreigners. | | 

To complete the ſhocking picture, the French 
foldiers themſelves, who were in ſome degree the 
inſtruments of the Revolution, could not refrain from 
tears, at the bare recital of ſome of the ſcenes, which 


took 


Since the date of this letter, I have heard that the ſeverity 
of theſe meaſures had been conſiderably relaxed ; but they clearly 


_ what the Powers who adopted them, think of the Revo- 
ution. 


. 1 
n 


1 
nl EN. 
a 


Bog JEL LES NS 8 bs 
\ 8 * Es 
| e 


[ 61 1 


took place in the courſe of it. In ſpite of the bar- 


barous orders of Soulavie, the neighbouring Munici- 
palities openly protected ſuch as were fortunate enough 
to make their eſcape. Even the Leaders of the parties 
in Paris, the cruel authors of all our miſery, affected 
to be moved at it, and either becauſe they had not 
ſhared in the plunder, or becauſe the Geneve/e had ſo far 
out-done them on their own principles, or perhaps 
becauſe they were alarmed at the abhorrence, which 
theſe events have excited againſt their Syſtem, in every 
part of Switzerland, Germany, Holland, and England, 
condemned the Revolution ; and I have been informed 
that one of the Committees in Paris, has written to its 
imprudent and precipitate diſciples, to put an end to 
exceſſes ſo injurious to the cauſe, and that the Gene- 
veſe Miniſter in France is indefatigable in his endea- 
vours, to diſſuade his Conſtituents from imitating the 
meaſures of Roberſpierre, which mult, ſooner or 
later, eſtrange from them the only Ally, their conduct 


has not already deprived them of.“ 


We have now a complete diſtinct view, of every 
part of the inundation which has overwhelmed the 
unfortunate Geneva. Beginning with the ſlight, and 
apparently unimportant alteration made in the Conſti- 
tution, by the introduction of the right of Univerſal 
Suffrage, in 1792, we may trace it through all the 
ſtages of gradually increaſing viclence, till it attained 
its full height of fury and devaſtation, in 1794, and 
had completely ſwept away every rule of ſocial order, 
and every veſtige of ſocial happineſs. 


| The 
* Among the proofs of the diſapprobation of the French, they 


have reprinted the ſpirited proclamation of the Great Council of 


Berne, which the Reader will find at length, page 31; and 
a Deputy of the Convention, who viſited ſome of the Depart- 
ments, in the neighbourhood 1n Geneva, lately expreſſed ſimilar 
ſentiments of the Revolution, and, though invited to come and 
receive the fraternal embrace, refuſed to enter the Town.--The 


Reſident who ſucceeded Soulawre, is one of the Moderate Part', 


and the firſt ſtep taken by him, was to ſend his predeceſſor, under 
a ſtrong guard, to Paris, to anſwer for his conduct. | 
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The firſt intimation we had of its approach, was the 


adoption of the modeſt and benevolent term of 


Citizen, which the Authors of our ruin uſed in their 
intercourſe with each other, and under colour of 
which, they ſucceeded in eſtabliſhing an equality, of 
political cights : but the pupils of the Jacobins, ſdon 
ſhewed chemſelves worthy of their maſters, and, from 
the equalization of rights, proceeded with ſyſtematic 
regularity, through all the intermediate ſtages of 
plunder, proſcripiion, and murder, to their great 
object, the £qualization of property.“ | 

1 It 


* It is worthy of remark, that in the language, and familiar 
idiom of the European Nation, which is moſt diftinguiſhed in 
modern times, for the vigilance with which it watches over its 
political rights, the terms of Liberiy and Property are, on almoſt 
all occaſions, found united. In truth, it muſt be obvious to every 
obſerver, that the Jacobinical Leaders and teachers of this, 
as well as of former ages, have never been able completely to 
attach the lower claſſes of Society to their cauſe, till they have 
held out @ more equal diſtribution of property, as one of the imme- 
diate objects, and neceſſary conſequences, of their plan.—Unable 
to comprehend the ſtructure of that vaſt and complicated fabric, 
of which they are, in fact, the moſt important part, though treated 
in the forms of language, as the moſt inconſiderable, thoſe 
claſſes liſten with very little intereſt, to refined metaphyſical 
diſcuſſions of abſtra# Right, and are hardly thankful for any 
addition to their political importance, which does not, in ſome 
form or other, tend to the acquiſition or increaſe of property, 
and conſequently of thoſe enjoyments, which in the apprehenſion 
of the greater part of them, are the only purpoſes, for which pro- 
perty can rationally be collected. But when they are told, that 
under the new Syſtem, the ſuperfluities now waſted by the un- 


feeling extravagance of the Rich, si be reſtored to the Por, 


and applied with ſcrupulous fidelity, to their relief and ſupport ; 
that thoſe who are now obliged to earn their daily fubſiſtence, 
by their daily toil, will, under the auſpicious influence of that 
Syſtem, be enabled to live in comfort, with little exertion of 
their own, they greedily catch at the bait ; each of them is bribed 
by his own ſelfiſhneſs, and they throw their whole weight into the 
ſcale of theſe, whoſe language 1s fo alluring to their avidity, and 
ſo conſoling to their diſtreſſes. | 

Their Seducers, however, are careful to conceal from them the 
extent, to which they mean to apply their doctrines. 'I hey 2 
careful 
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It is extremely probable, that the Leaders of the 


Revolution were not, at firſt, aware of the conſequences 
of 


careful to conceal from them, that, by a law anterior to all human 
inſtitutions, the natural ſtate of the human race, is a ſtate of labour: 
that property is nothing but the fruit of that labour: that to 
ſecure to each individual, the enjoyment of that fruit, it is eſſen- 
tially neceſſary, that, by the fundamental Laws of every human 
community, Property be abſolutely inviolable that thoſe Laws are 
perfect, and the Community which lives under them, free and 
happy, in proportion only as Property is ſecured from the lawleſs 
attack of the Freebooter on the one hand, or the capricious. 
rapacity of Deſpotiſm on the other; that the inviolability of 
Property is the great incitement to Induſtry, as the different de- 
grees of Induſtry, are, originally, the ſole cauſes of the unequal 
diſtribution of Property; that this inequality of diſtribution is 
both cauſe and effect; and as it owes its being to Property, ſo, in 
its turn, it gives birth to ten thouſand new modes of employment, 
by which new Property is created, and new induſtry excited, 
until by an apparently infinite ſeries of reciprocal action and 
mutual reproduction, the great Syſtem of Social Life, with all its 
harmonious relations and beautiful dependencies, is completely 
formed; that conſequently, to attack the unequal diſtribution, is 
to attack the inviolability of Property; it is to unravel the web, 
and ſend us back to the times of the Freebooter and the Deſpot, 
when Men are few, becauſe Induſtry is unrewarded, and are 
miſerable, becauſe Property is unſafe. 

That ſuch are neceſſarily the ultimate conſequences of their prin- 
ciples, the Jacobins of every age know perfectly well; but in no 
inſtance, has it been their object to puſh their principles to their 
ultimate conſequences 5 ſuch a ſlight and temporary ſuſpenſion of the 
laws of Society, ſuch a partial difrganizaticn, (to uſe the jargon 
of the modern School) as will put them into the ſeats of thoſe in 
whoſe hands power or property are now lodged, is all they wiſh 
for, or aim at: more would defeat their purpoſe ; and he muſt 
be, not only a negligent reader of Hiſtory, but an inattentive 
obſerver of what paſſes in our own times, and in our own neigh- 
bourhood, who does not know, that thoſe who raiſe themſelves to 
greatneſs by violating the great principles of Social Order, are 
as anxious, when they feel themſelves firm in their ſeats, to reſtore 
and maintain thoſe principles, and punith every imitation of their 
own conduct, or application of their own doctrines, as ſeverely, 
as if they were the legitimate poſſeſſors of the ſituations they 
have uſurped. 

In truth, no Revolution, effected upon Tacebinical principles, 
has ever had, or ever can have, any other effect, than that of 
transferring property and power into new hands, at the expence 
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1 64 J 
of what they were doing in 1792, or of the dangers 
to which the introduction of the French doctrines 
expoſed them; and that, if it had been poſſible at that 
time to ſnew them the ſeries of horrors, and crimes, 
into which they would be progreflively led, they 
would have ſhuddered at the thought of what it is 
now their boaſt to have effected. But however this 
may be, it is at leaſt certain, that the conſpiracy was 


at that period only in the bud; and it is eaſy to con- 


cei ve, that under a Government ſo feeble as ours then 
was, it would have been difficult to eſtabliſh the 
exiſtence of it, by ſuch evidence, as a Court of Juſtice 
requires. Not that this difficulty would, under any 
other circumſtances than thoſe, under which the old 
Government then ſtood, have juſtified it in not making 
the attempt; but the Reader will recollect, that we 
were then entirely ſurrounded by the territory of 
France, that her troops were at our gates, and waited 
only for ſuch an opportunity as that meaſure would 
have afforded, to enter them, and violently annex our 
Republic to their own. | 

It is diſtreſſing to humanity to reflect, that a fate ſo 
melancholy ſhould have been reſerved for a city fo diſ- 
tinguiſhed as Geneva was, for the generous and bene- 
volent ſpirit of its inhabitants, and the alacrity with 
which thoſe in eaſy circumſtances always ſtepped m—_ 

war 


of jaſtice, humanity, private happineſs, and public tranquillity. 


On all ſuch occaſions, the great Maſs of the People, whoſe intereſt 


is the pretext, as its credulity is the inſtrument of the Revolution, 
has ever found, and ever will find, that“ he holy duty of Inſur- 
«« refion (to uſe the words of the Genevan Tribunal) 7s turned 
* againſt the Inſurgents :** it will diſcover, by the tone of its new 
Maſters, that every thing around it has changed, except its own 
condition; and wil return, diſappointed and mortified, to its 
former ſituation, with nothing to conſole 1t for the interruption of 
its happineſs, and the loſs of its innocence. In Geneva, where 


the people of | o/ omg have all been either plundered or driven 


away, the induſtrious poor already compare their ſituation to 
that of a Town on the Banks of a River, the inhabitants of whick 
have, in a fit of madneſs, turned the ſtream into another hed. 
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ward to relieve the wants, and alleviate the diſtreſſes 

of their fellow- citizens; where, in ſhort, the Syndic 

Cayla was not the only perſon, who devoted a large 

proportion of his income to the poor, and, in the 

adminiſtration of it, conſidered himſelf as only their 


Steward. Nor was the manner in which this bene-- 


ficent ſpirit diſtributed its bounty, leſs amiable than 
the ſpirit itſelf, Pains were token to anticipate the 
calls of Poverty, and its diſtreſſes were relieved, with 


the moſt attentive delicacy. Tt is a certain fact, : 
that the Annual Fund, which was voluntarily pro- 


vided at Geneva for the relief of the Poor, in- 


cluding public and private ſubſcriptions, endow-- 


ments, and donations of every kind, was ſeldom 
leſs, and not unfrequently, more than the whole re- 
venue of the State; and that in fact, a fifth part 
of the population of the Republic, was ſupported 
by the contributions of the reſt ;—of thoſe, in 
| ſhort, who have ſince fallen ſacrifices to the blind 
and brutal fury of the objects of their bounty #, Be- 
ſides this, there was nothing in Geneva upon which 
the ſpirit of reform could operate ; there was no rich 
and indolent Clergy to be plundered, no deep-rooted 
abuſes to be removed, no Baſtille to be deſtroyed, no 
proud Nobility to be humbled ; the wealthieſt and 
moſt ancient families had no ſuperiority of rank over 
the neweſt or pooreſt ; the diſtinction of Patrician 
and Plebeian was unknown, and, by our fundamental 
Laws, no Genevan could claim any pre eminence over 
his fellow-citizens, except what he might derive from 
a temporary elevation to office by their free choice. 


With 


* In the midſt of the confuſion and diſtreſs, which the late 
Revolution occaſioned, the native benevolence of the Geneveſe 
character was ſtill conſpicuous. A ſubſcription being opened 
for the relief of the poor, thoſe who had been almoſt wholly 
ſtripped of their property, contributed to it a portion of what they 
had ſaved, from pillage or confiſcation; and the ſubicription 
amounted to ſeveral thouſand louis d'ors, in a very few days, 
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With reſpect to the application of the public Re- 
venue, the ſcrupulous economy of the Magiſtrates 
who managed it, if inferior to any thing, was only 
inferior to their diſintereſtedneſs, of which there needs 
no other proof, than that the firſt ſtep taken by their 
ſucceſſors, was to double, and, in ſome inſtances, 
to treble the ſalaries of their offices ; and yet, theſe 
ſalaries, thus doubled and trebled, were inſufficient 
wo ſupport their extravagance, or ſatiate their ra- 
pacity f. They have even confeſſed, that, in 
the courſe of the firſt ſeven weeks, they diſ- 
burſed, that is to ſay, they diſſipated, 17000 louis 
d'ors, and, conſequently, that out of 37000 louis 
d'ors, which, they ſay, was the ſhare of the public 
in the ſpecie, goods, and plate, which had been con- 
fiſcated, there are now only 20000 remaining in the 
Revolutionary Treaſury ; though the whole 37000 is 
a ſum, very far ſhort of what that ſhare ought to have 
been J. | 

The ſmallneſs of the Theatre on which this Revo- 
Iutionary Tragedy was acted, makes it, pert aps, more 
eaſy to comprehend the management, and connexion 
of the ſcenery exhibited in the courſe of it, 


It 


+ During the whole courſe of the Revolution, the chiefs were 
conſtantly giving, and receiving entertainment? of the moſt ex- 
penſive kind, which were paid for out of the public purſe, and 
uſually ended in the grofſeſt, and moſt diſguſting debauchery ; 
while the ſubalterns quartered themſelves upon the more opulent 
Citizens, whoſe cellars, as well as every other part of their 
houſes, they uſed at their diſcretion. | 


The Accounts were publiſhed on the 10th of September; and 
contain articles which are almoſt incredible. "They are in fact 
little more than a lift of breakfaſts, dinners, ſuppers, fyrups, liqueurs , 
foreign wines, beer, orgeat, lemonade, pipes, tobacco, hair-powder, po- 
matum, ribbands, and waſh-balls, for the uſe of the public Func- 
tionaries. Beſides theſe, there are charges of different ſums 
paid to them in advance, beyond their ſalaries; and there 


is one charge of 6 Louis and a half, for fire-engizes to diſperſe the 


WOMEN, | | 


E Of ] | 

It cannot fail therefore, to engage the attention of 
every man, who, like You, Sir, views with a philoſo- 
plical eye, the wonderful changes with which the Re- 
volutionary ſpirit threatens the Chriſtian world, and 
in order to diſcover, if poſſible, the termination of 
thoſe changes, endeavours to trace them up to their 
firſt cauſes : and every fuch man muſt ſee with alarm, 
both for himfelf and for his fellow- creatures, that the 
moſt probable reſult of them will be, to prepare man- 
kind, when they can no longer bear the capricious 
tyranny of the Mob, to ſubmit, with the ſullen pa- 
tience of deſpair, to the will of a ſingle Deſpot. 

Among the many ſalutary truths, which may be 
collected from the Revolution, of which J have given 
an imperfect, but, I hope, not an unintereſting ſketch, 
the following appear to me to be entitled to the ſerious 
conſideration of your Countrymen. 

1. That a ſingle Revolution, if conducted with 
moderation, and not carried too far, may ſometimes 

rove the foundation of Liberty; but that a ſecond, 
and all ſucceſſive Revolutions, are the certain bane 
and deſtruction of it; for the inevitable conſequence 
of all ſuch events, is to make the people indifferent 
to liberty; and indifference, we know, 1s ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded by diſguſt, as diſguſt is eaſily increaſed into 
averſion. | 

2. That however a Nation may be accuſtomed to 
civil commotions, a Revolution, in the modern ſenſe 
of the term, is certainly the greateſt evil that can 
befall it. 

3. That the Authors of every ſuch Revolution, 
are uniformly the ſecond victims to it. 

4. That the moral character of the moſt virtuous 
Nation, affords no ſecurity whatever, that Revolu- 
tionary doctrines, if ſuffered to be propagated in it, 
will have a lefs pernicious influence upon its manners, 
than upon thoſe of any other Nation. It is impoſ- 
ſible chat thoſe doctrines can take root in any ſuch 
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Nation, without producing a complete, and radical 
change in its character. It is barely two months ſince 
the Geneveſe deſervedly poſſeſſed the reputation of a 
brave and humane People. One ſingle night of 
Revolution, by putting the arms which had been 
wreſted from the people of property, into the hands of 
thoſe who poſſeſſed nothing, inſtantly changed the 
the former into daſtardly cowards, and the latter into 
ferocious beaſts of prey. 


5. That wherever a Revolution upon French prin- 


ciples makes its appearance, it will infallibly begin, 
at the very point at which the French ended; viz. by 
making terror the order of the day, by deflroying re- 
ligion, and the order of Society; and by expoſing pro- 
perty to promiſcuous pillage, and the owners of it to 
proſcription and deſtruction. 

6. That the fate of the civilized part of the World, 
and indeed, of human nature itſelf, depends, at this 
critical moment, upon the conduct of the People of. 
Property. They cannot now be ignorant of their 
danger; and they may be aſſured, that timidity and 
diſunion are more ruinous to their cauſe than any 
exertions of their Enemies, and that the moment they 


ſuffer their reſolution to be ſhaken, their ruin is 


inevitable. 

7. That the new Revolutionary Doctrines are more 
deſtructive in free States than elſewhere; becauſe 
free States have nothing to add to Liberty but the 
abuſe of it, and conſequently, nothing to adopt from 
ſuch doctrines, but the exceſſes to which they lead, 

8. That it is plain from the example of Geneva, 
that free States are the moſt expoſed to the introduction 
of thoſe principles; becauſe it is in free States only, 
that the forms of Government, give an opportunity 
of turning liberty into licentiouſneſs, and licentiouſ- 
neſs into crimes of the deepeſt dye. 

9. That every Nation which has the happineſs to 


enjoy a temperate and well-regulated Liberty, may 


be 
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be aſſured, that the only means to preſerve it, is to 
riſe in a maſs, and repieſs the firſt attempt to 
abuſe it, with as much vigour as they would oppoſe 
the firſt encroachments of Power. 

With theſe reflexions I ſhall cloſe this melancholy 
narrative; and I am ſure, Sir, it is unneceſſary for me 
to deſcribe to You, the feelings that riſe in the boſom 
of a Genevan, who once fondly loved his country, 
when he feels himſelf bound by his duty as an Hiſto- 
rian, and by the ſacred regard he owes to truth, to 
hold up the conduct of that country, and the cala- 
mities that have followed from it, as a warning to the 
reſt of mankind. That duty I have diſcharged to 
the beſt of my power, and my painful taſk is over. 
The Revolution is now complete; it has already aſ- 
ſumed the general hue of all ſuch events; and the 
hiſtory of Geneva will hereafter be the hiſtory of the 


great Planet to which ſhe is become a ſatellite, Her 


boaſted independence is now but an empty ſound; 
and her ſons have nothing left, but to lament her fate 


in lence, 


I an, &c, 


—— ͤ — x ——ůͤ—ů—r ñ 2 — 


3 
„ 
aq 
3c. 


r * RL „ i. . e FL Sat 4 &. th r 


Nos TSC RTF. 


. Jan. I, 1795. 


By the laſt accounts from Geneva, it appears, that 
fince the fall of the Mountaineers and their patron 
Soulavie, all fears of an invaſion from France are laid 
aſide: that Nation entcred on the 7th of laſt September 
into a new ſoleinn engagement, to take no ſtep that 
ſhall, in the ſmalleſt degree, affect the independence 
of its neighbour. For this engagement, however, we 


are not fo much indebted to any new principle of 


Juſtice operating on the minds of the French, as to 
their perſuaſion, that Geneva 1s in reality, though not 
in name, their own ; and that their tools, the Revolu- 
tioniſts, have gone ſuch lengths, and committed them- 
ſelves ſo completely, as to be a much better garriſon 
for them, than any number of their own troops could 
be. 

The Tyrants of that unfortunate City have there- 
fore ſheathed the ſword, and now turn their whole 
attention to the proſecution of the ſyſtem of quiet 


plunder, which their ſucceſs has enabled them to 


eſtabliſh. For this purpole, and either to introduce 
the equalizing principle more effectually, or perhaps 
© ſhew the world, how far they can go beyond their 
maſters, they paſſed a Decree on the 28th of Seprember, 
by which they laid the ſame enormouſly unjuſt tax, 
upon the Capital of every man's fortune, which the 
French financiers had been ſatisfied with levying 

upon one annual income only. 
With this view, after dividing all the people of 
 Propefty into three claſſes, which they diſtinguiſhed 
by 
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by the names of Ariſtocrates, Indifferents, and Patriots, 
they applied to each of thoſe claſſes, a ſcale of Aſſeſs- 
ment, proceeding in geometrical progreſſion, by 
means of which each individual was rated, not only 


according to the value of his Eſtate, but allo according 


to an arbitrary eſtimate of his political opinions. 


With reſpect to the firſt Claſs, the Aſſeſſment is made 


on all fortunes amounting to LF. 300 ſterling or up- 
wards, and increaſes as they increaſe, till it reaches 
40 per cent. on the Capital. Upon the Eſtates of 


the Indifferents, it begins at /. 300, but does not ex- 


tend to more than 30 per cent. on the Capital. The 
Eſtates of the Patriots are wholly exempted under the 
value of /. 800 ſterling, and are liable only to the 
amount of J. 25 per cent. on Capitals above that ſum. 

The projectors of this extraordinary meaſure, have 


not failed to repreſent it as ſuggeſted by neceſſity, and 


from its ſeverity, not likely to be repeated. But it is 
certain, that they have already in ſeveral inſtances 
Violated their own rule; and even though they ſhould 
adhere to it more ſtrictly in future, it is eaſy to ſee 
that under this ſpecies of Agrarian Law, (the only 
one Which a Stare poſſeſſed of ſo ſmall a, territory 
could adopt) the ruin of every Genevan in. eaſy cir- 
cumſtances is inevitable; and if it be continued, every 
incitement to induſtry and honeſt exertion, muſt be 
removed; though the authors of it are not aſhamed 
to aſſert, that in order to realize the good effects of 
It, it is abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport it by a general 


diſpoſition to induſtry, In a Republic, ſay they, that 


is well conſtituted, or deſires to be ſo, indolence is a crime 
againſ the State, and is not too ſeverely puniſned by 
mnfemy and ban'/hment, 

in the mean time, the conſequence of the meaſure 
has been to reduce the litt!- property that was left in 
land or houſes, to half its value. The unhappy Pro- 
prtetors pay what is demanded of them, without 
oppoſition or remonſtrance, and are glad to Prone 
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L 73 
with what remains, Jeave to quit the abode of ſuch 
jealous and rapacious Tyranny.* 

On one account indeed, this increaſing depopulation 
is deſirable ; but on another it is be regretted, -as. It 
coincides with, and is indeed a part of, the plan of the 
Leaders of the Revolution, who rejoice at it, and 
conſider it as the only means of confirming their 
triumph, and making their ſyſtem permanent. Ubi 


Jolitudinem faciunt, pacem, appellani.— 
In the mean time, thoſe Revolutioniſts whoſe for- 


tunes brought them within the line of the Aſſeſſment, 
execrate a ſyſtem which makes them the ſpoil of their 


own victory, f and avow their diſcontent and diſap- 
pointment 


One Gentleman was taxed to the amount of C. 16,000 ſterling: 
among others Mr. J. 7ronchin, though poſſeſſed of a landed eſtate 
of the value of upwards of J. 20,000 fterling, rather choſe to 
abandon it, than to be plundered of his 8 money, and by 
ſtaying, hold his other property expoſed to ſubſequent depreda- 
tions. It is confidently ſaid, that the Aſſeſſment has produced 
about J. 600,000 ſterling, amounting to nearly a third of the 
Whole property in Geneva, and levied in a Town, the greater 
part of whoſe inhabitants had already loſt four-fifths of their 
fortunes, by the depreciation of the aſſignats, in which the French 
pay the intereſt of their public debt, to thoſe of their foreign 
creditors, whoſe payments they have not ſuſpended. 


Mr. Peftre, a very zealous partizan of the Revolution, has 
lately been bold enough to circulate a pamphlet in Geneva 
with his name affixed to it, which complete'y ſubſtantiates the 
facts ſtated in the preceding Letters. The diſcoveries it makes 
are the more worthy of notice, as they exhibit a perfect picture 
of the remorſe, that uniformly follows the commiſſion of ſuch 
crimes, as have been perpetrated in Geneva. 

After ſhewing from ancient Hiſtory, and even from the hiſtory 
of Geneva, that baniſhment for political offences has, at all times, 
Been highly injurious to the State that has adopted it, * It 

© remains,” ſays the author, for me to give my opinion on 
re the propriety of recalling thoſe, whom we have driven into 
*< exle, and which I ſhall do with all the freedom of a known 
friend of Liberty and Equality, In my opinion, juſtice, 
«« prudence, and humanity unite in favour of the meaſure. The 
«« ſtate of the Arts among us, our Trade, our Manufactures 
% loudly call for it. Nothing elſe can put a period to quy 


«© miſery, There is not now a ſingle perſon in Geneva, who can 
look 


N . 8 W DO Ee Be REF a DIP — wet ce we ure a rs 


9— 0 
Penh © CT IEEE WP * ; 0 F * 
r On EY a, 75 Fans r 


Al 
84 
4 
5 
5 
725 
2 
1 
* 
* 
171 


l 


pointment in the moſt open manner. To appeaſe 


them, and to divert their attention, an Extraordinary 
Commiſſion was iſſued, to enquire into and puniſh all 


a 
- 


appli- 


look without tears at the long liſt of Citizens, whom the 
frenzy of the moment has forced to take ſhelter in foreign 
Countries. What crime had, they been guilty of? They 
had, ſay You, formed a deſign to overturn the very Conſti- 
tution, which they had lately accepted : But what proof is 
there of any ſuch deſign? None. Not a tittle of any was 
ſuggeſted, in the examinations which ſome of them under- 
went. This pretended plot therefore, has vaniſhed like that 
of 1740, The diſcovery of it was announced with boldneſs, 
and held ont to the public with confident aſſurance: But in 
vain does a candid and impartial] Man endeavour to purſue the 
traces of it; they elude the ſearch even of thoſe whoſe 
buſineſs it was to detect and expoſe them. It was fortunate 
for the Tribunal, that, as they ſay themſelves, They fo/lowed 
ns general rules, and were guided by no legal principles. This 
acknowledgement is perfectly new in the annals of Juſtice, and 
renders every other defence of their conduct ſuperfluous.It 
is alſo ſaid, that the bamiſhed Citizens were attached to 
Ariftacracy ; but Ariſtocracy no longer exifts, and if it did, 
opinions are not cognizable by human Tribunals, and, under 
the reign of Liberty and Equality, ought not to be the ſub- 
jets of legal proſecution. Beſides, if an attachment to 


Ariſtocracy be a crime, it is a crime of which Roufſeau himſelf 


is guilty ; for, in one of his letters, he expreſsly ſays, I give a 
moſt decided preference to Ariſtocraqy, over every other form of 
Government. | 

«© When I look over the liſt of Citizens expelled and baniſhed 
their native country, I cannot but think, that the real object 
of their puniſhment was to expel and baniſh our trade with 
them, and to remove Geneva itſelf to ſome foreign country. 
We have in fact thrown our City into our own lake, from 
whence ſome wiſer people than ourſelves will raiſe it. The 
artiſt will naturaliſe his talents wherever he ſettles himſelf; 
new manufactures will compleat the ruin of ours, and the ſpirit 
of commercial enterpriſe, — which all difficulties vaniſh, 
will turn the channels, which have hitherto brought wealth 
and plenty to Geneva, into the adopted Countries of our un- 
fortrmate Exiles.” | 

Since this pamphlet, ſeveral publications, of a ſtill bolder na- 


ture, have appeared ; from one of which, called Open your eyes, 


an extract will not be unacceptable to the reader, 
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applications of any part of the public plunder, to the 
uſe of particular individuals. 

But though this meaſure profeſſed to fall on petty 
delinquents only; yet, every man of reflexion ſaw 
at once that it was a farce; nor have the Com- 
miſſioners yet dared to enter upon their offices, the 

principal 


e Tell us, ye creatures of Roberſpierre, you who viſited him 
« in Paris, and correſponded with his accomplices thoſe ſeven 
e of you in particular, who ſecretly plotted the inſurrection of 
<« the 18th of july tell me by what authority did you preſume 
« to decide on the fate of your Country? Where are the con- 
« ſpiracies, the plots, to which I lent a credulous ear, and which 
« you ſolemnly promiſed to bring immediately to light? The 
% People is impatient to have ſome account of them that 
« People whom you have led from error to error, and crime to 
« crime, and now leave, a prey to the conſequences of their 
« folly, and the agonies of their remorſe.” 5 

And you, Bouſquet, &c. &c. do you not ſee the avenging 
4e Furies, waving their horrid torches around you? Do you not 
« ſee the rivers of blood you have ſhed? In vain would you 
«© waſh out the deep ſtains of innocent blood, in which you have 
« imbrued your hands. In ſpite of all your endeavours, they ſtill 
«« appear on them. In vain de you hope to eſcape the puniſh- 
«© ment due to your crimes ; your ſentence is already pronounced, 
« and you may read it in the eyes of all around you, &c. &c. 

The effe& of theſe pamphlets has already been to procure 
either the reverſal, or the ſuſpenſion of ſeveral of the ſentences 
paſſed by the Revolutionary fribunal. This change of circum- 
ſtances has not eſcaped the obſervation of the Conſtitutional Go- 
vernment, and has induced them to make an effort, though per- 
haps an ineffectual one, to ſupport a ſyſtem, which on a former 
occaſion they diſavowed. 

By a proclamation iſſued on the 5th of December, the Syndics 
and Council perenptorily forbid the Citizens called Ariſtocrats and In- 
differents, as well as theje called Mountaineers, to ferm themſelves again 
auto Clubs or Societies, and infifted that, in order to preſerve public tran- 
guillity aud ſecurity, ſuch citizens as are defirous of giving their ſenti- 
ments to the public, will not abuſe the liberty of the preſs, to ſpread 
diſcontent, aud inflame the ſpirit of aiſcord, by declaiming on the ne- 


ceſſity of reftoring harmery, confidence and union, under pain of ſuch 


punijhment, as ſuch offences diſerve. 
It is plain from theſe circumſtances that the ſpirit of the Re- 
volution is nearly extin&t. But how ſhall we remove what it 
has introduced, or reſtore what it has deſtroyed ? 2 
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principal criminals being afraid of ſetting ſo dangerous 
a precedent ; and, on that account, determined to let 
ſmaller crimes go unpuniſhed, however notorious. 

Neither this partiality, nor the cauſe of it, have 
eſcaped the obſervation of the Revolutioniſts. They 
complain of it in terms of the ſtrongeſt indignation. 
But an event has taken place much more alarming 
to the leaders, who, thinking that they had excluded 
all perſons not of their party from the General Aſ- 
ſembly, ventured, at laſt, to call it together for the pur- 
poſe of electing a public Treaſurer. The members, 
ſhocked at the enormous waſte made in the finances, 
ſince the Revolution, rechoſe the former Treaſurer, 
who was one of the Magiſtrates depoſed in 1792, 
and, to the great mortification as well as aſtoniſnment 
of the Demagogues, had at leaſt 500 votes more than 
any other candidate. But he thought it prudent to 
decline ſo dangerous a preference. The Election of 
this Gentleman was the effect of an apprehenſion 
generally entertained by the Revolutioniſts, and ex- 
preſsly ſtated in a pamphlet publiſned by one of them, 
that the leaders meant to make their retreat with the 
whole of the plunder. Let us take care, ſaid he, 
not to entruſt the management of our finances, of our laſt, 
our only reſource, to juch impure and blood-thirſty men. 
Let us, as we tender the very exiſtence of our Country, 
watch with unremitted vigilance, over theſe men of blood, 
theſe bankrupts in character, as well as in fortune, and to 


prevent them, if poſſible, from adding the worſt of ſacri- 
leges to the lift of their other enormities. 


From this manner of treating their chiefs, it is 
plain that a very conſiderable number of the Revolu- 
tioniſts would gladly ſacrifice the more violent of their 
accomplices, and lay upon their heads the puniſhment 
due to their own offences. The demagogues of 
courſe are alarmed to find that the Members of the 
General Aſſembly, whom they thought prepared to. 
go any lengths with them, ſhould take advantage of 
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76 ] 
the mode of voting by ballot, to deſert the principles 
they avow in the Clubs, and to give ſo convincing, 
though indirect a proof, of their averſion to the 
Revolution, 
In the midſt of this ſcene of tyranny and 8 
tion, the unfortunate victims flattered themſelves 


that the new French Reſident, when he preſented his 


credentials, would take that opportunity of recom- 
mending to the imitation of Geneva, the ſyſtem of mo- 
deration, at preſent adopted by the Convention; and 
that the influence of France, which had been ſo often 
and ſo fatally exerted againſt them, would for once be 
employed in their favour: but he contented himſelf 
with coldly cenſuring the conduct of his Predeceſſor, 
and aſſuring them, that as France will never permit 
other nations to interfere in its domeſtic concerns, ſo 
would it ſcrupulouſly abſtain from intermeddling in 
thoſe of other nations, particularly in thoſe of an inde- 
pendent ally. 

What an abominable mixture of cruelty, hypocriſy, 
and irony, on the part of a Nation, which, after openly 
violating every law divine and human, and exerting 
all her ſtrength to plunge us into an abyſs of miſery, 
of which modern Hiſtory affords no other example, 
has waited for the laſt ſtruggles of the expiring vic- 
tim, to tell it with contemptuous coldneſs, that ſhe can 


only be a ſpectator of its diſtreſs, and is reſtrained by 


the /aw of Nations from interfering with more than 
her wiſhes; though, ar the ſame time, ſhe refuſes to 


give us ſo ſlight a proof of the exiſtence of even thoſe 


wiſhes, a recommendation of her own boaſted modeu 
ration would afford? 

To make the cruelty of ſuch conduct ſtill more 
poignant, and perhaps to diminiſh» the abhorrence 
which their own barbarities have excited, by giving the 
imitation of them an air of ridicule, the French have 
lately thrown the Revolution of Geneva into the 
ſhape of a Farce, and exiubited it on one of the 
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Paris Theatres! The Revolutionary Tribunal was 
repreſented exactly in the manner deſcribed in page 
26 - with every additional circumſtance that the in- 
genuity of malignant {corn could ſuggeſt, to heighten 
the effect. | 

Such is the manner in which France has completed 
her deteſtable work, in the ſmall, but once moſt inte- 
reſting Republic of Geneva ! and ſuch is the return of 
applauſe, of gratitude, and of fraternization, which 
ſhe reſerves for fur cqpvgrts to her ſyſtem! May 
the dreadfu] SES its due effect! and for 
the fake of human happineſs, may the fate of one vic- 

im He ſufficient to atone for the offence of thoſe who 
ſtilh liſten to her doftrinay, and in ſpite of experience 
with to adopt her princi ples, and imitate her conduct! 


IE a „ 
Feliciten ſapit, qui alien? pergeulo ſapit. 
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